
Gary Knowles’ Wisconsin Event Sampler

A smorgasbord of events with a bit of flavor from all over Wisconsin!

LATE SEPT– EARLY NOV 2011
by Gary Knowles ©   UPDATED 9-29-11
Gary Knowles is a freelance travel writer who writes the “Gary’s Getaways” feature for the Journal & Topics Newspapers in Northern Illinois, is a consultant to travel businesses, and is the author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours.
BEFORE YOU GO: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com or www.WisTravel.com
2011END OF SEPT  
NOW – THROUGH OCT 2  



SHAKOPEE, MN

Minnesota Renaissance Festival
The 41st Annual Minnesota Renaissance Festival is one of the largest attended themed events in the country. Journey back in time as more than 275 merchants contribute to the atmosphere of this charming 16th century village featuring 22 acres of entertainment, costumed characters, games, shopping, fun and food fit for a king! 952-445-7361; http://www.renaissancefest.com
September 23-Oct. 1






LACROSSE   

51st Annual Oktoberfest 

The 2011 Oktoberfest theme is “Gemutlichkeit—Your Friends are Here!”  Friday check out the “License to Cruise” car show along College Ave. See the Maple Leaf and Torchlight parades, Festmaster Ball, Miss La Crosse/Oktoberfest pageant parades and Lederhosen Luncheon. More than 100 food booths offer a great variety of tasty treats. 608-784-FEST; http://www.oktoberfestusa.com   

September 28-Oct 19





WISCONSIN RAPIDS  

Cranberry Marsh Tours
Harvest times are approximate. Glacial Lake Cranberries offers mini-bus tours Mon.-Fri. at 9AM, 11AM, 1PM and 3PM and Sat. at 9AM, 11AM and 1PM. Please call ahead to reserve your tour. Glacial Lake Cranberries . For more information call (715) 887-2095.
September 30-Oct.2






MAYVILLE   

25th Anniversary Audubon Days Fall Family Festival 
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the festival, with some new events in store. After the youth dance and adult beer and wine tasting on Friday, festival goers can enjoy an anniversary fireworks display. Backed by beautiful fall colors, and held during peak bird migration season, visitors will enjoy a myriad of activities, including music, food court, run/walk, bicycle tours, a parade, car show and arts and crafts fair.  Don’t miss the storyteller and performance by classic rock band BaDD HabiT on Saturday. End the weekend with the favorite duck races on Sunday. 800-256-7670; http://www.audubondays.com 
September 30-Oct 29





CHIPPEWA FALLS 

Village of Terror
 2011 Village of Terror Attractions: magic, music, mayhem & more! Renaissance Park, 2303 Nelson Road (or 50th Ave). For more information call (715) 723-9999 .
2011 OCTOBER 
October 1  
STONE LAKE

32nd Annual Stone Lake Cranberry Festival 

One of Wisconsin’s largest cranberry festivals. tour local cranberry marshes. Enjoy crafters, farmers’ market, parade, crate derby and family activities. 715-865-3378; www.stonelakecranberryfestival.com
October 1  
ST.GERMAIN
23rd Annual Greater Wisconsin Muskie Tournament
Ten area lakes are included in this catch & release tournament. Cash drawing and many fantastic door prizes are awarded to the entrants. Call for more information, entry forms, and regulations. 10 Area Lakes. For more information call (715) 477-2205.
October 1  
WATERTOWN
Watertown Fall Festival
9AM - 5PM. Admission free. Music, food, art and craft fair, demonstrations and activities in main street stores. Main Street, Downtown. For more information call (920) 261-5185.
October 1  
GREEN BAY

Timeless Tasting: A Wine Tasting at Heritage Hill 
Keeping within our historical mission, guests will have an opportunity to enjoy a wide variety of select wines along with a scrumptious assortment of delectable hors d' oeuvres in a unique historical setting. Period clothed hosts will greet and mingle with guests along with unique historical music providing an elegant background to the evening's festivities. Activities include historic dancing, horse-drawn carriage rides and interaction with 1850-1870s costumed guides. 2640 S. Webster Avenue. Call (920) 448-5150. 

October 1  
GREEN BAY

That Country Feeling Craft Show 
9AM - 3PM. Admission free. Handcrafted arts and crafts. Spaces available indoor or outdoor. Bay Beach, East Shore Drive. For more information call (920) 434-1655.

October 1  
IOLA
2011 Chamber of Commerce Fall Craft & Gift Fair
9AM - 3PM. Admission free. A great event for young and old alike. The craft fair has been moved to a new location and is held earlier in the month. The fair will coincide with Hidden Studio Art Tour in Waupaca and Portage Counties. Also the historical society holds a Lost Arts Show and Taste of Norway event at the same location along with a Youth Fun Run. Iola Historical Society, 210 Depot Street. Call (715) 445-5505.

October 1  
MILTON
Heritage Days at Milton House Museum – 1st Brigade Band
Featuring full First Brigade Band (Civil War era) concert at 1PM. Experience old world crafter & artisans, children's games & activities. Free admission. 18 S. Janesville Street. Call (608) 868-7772.

October 1-2  
MOUNT HOREB
30th Annual Fall Heritage Festival
Sat 9AM - 5PM, Sun 10AM - 4PM. Admission free. Experience Norwegian heritage with crafters, heritage demonstrations, farmers' market, buggy rides, quilt show, food, and a silent art auction on Mount Horeb's historic main street our "Trollway!" Also, presented by the Sons of Norway, a Host Frokost (Norwegian breakfast). Main Street, Downtown. For more information call 1-88TROLLWAY

October 1  
PLYMOUTH
Plymouth Ride for the Arts
A 3-Mile, 6-Mile or 20-Mile bike ride for all ages. Families are welcome to participate. Course will take place on Plymouth streets, bike paths and country roads and will include the Kettle Moraine State Forest. Pre-register to receive free t-shirt. Rest stops, refreshments and restrooms available on route. Plymouth Art Center, 520 E. Mill Street. For more information call (920) 892-8409. 
October 1  
REEDSBURG
Reedsburg Fire Department Arts & Craft Show
9AM - 3PM. Admission free. The annual event is slated for its eleventh year and is held the first Saturday in October in conjunction with the Reedsburg Harvestfest Celebration. Reedsburg Fire Department, 131 South Park Street. For more information call (608) 495-1820. 
Reedsburg Harvest Fest. Enjoy fall at its best from 8AM-4PM all across Reedsburg. Sidewalk sales, Farmer's Market, craft fair, food stands and more. Fun and food for everyone! Downtown Reedsburg. For more information call (608) 524-6404.
October 1  
GALESVILLE

Apple Affair 
A family event with a spaghetti dinner on Friday. On Saturday watch as a 10-foot apple pie bakes on the square. Enjoy breakfast omelets, brats, pies and caramel apples and a craft fair across the street. Bike  through Galesville’s apple orchards, take a cemetery walk at Pine Cliff Cemetery, and see the the open house at Eastside Farm.    608-582-2868; www.galesvillewi.com
October 1  
LaFarge


Dam Challenge Triathlon 

A  7-mile canoe race, 14-mile bike race, and a 3-mile run along the rugged hills of the rural Kickapoo Valley Reserve.   Camp and take part in the Spaghetti Feed Friday night at the Reserve Visitor Center.  Race categories: individual racer, solo racer, open two person relay team and open four person relay team. 
608-625-2960; http://kvr.state.wi.us  
October 1 -2 
NEKOOSA

Nekoosa Giant Pumpkin Fest 

The Annual Nekoosa Giant Pumpkin Fest has some of the largest pumpkins you’ll ever see. See the giant pumpkin weigh-off, pumpkin drop, pumpkin bake-off, pumpkin rolling contest, pumpkin pie eating contest, craft show, farmers market and children’s games. 715-323-4533 www.nekoosagiantpumpkinfest.com 

October 1-2 
OMRO
Art From the Barn 

Sat 9AM - 4PM, Sun 10AM - 4PM. Admission free. Art From the Barn is a unique event set in a beautiful Amish built Wisconsin barn. Browse our marvelous selection of locally produced fine art, fine crafts, photographs, and handcrafted gifts. 6320 County Road K. For more information call (920) 685-2094. 
October 1-2  
EAGLE RIVER
Cranberry Fest 

The annual festival celebrates Wisconsin’s fruit. Cranberry-related foods available includes: fresh cranberries, craisins, cranberry beer, hot spiced cranapple drink, cranberry meatballs, cranberry chili, cranberry mustard, fresh baked goods, cranberry bratwurst and the “World’s Largest Cranberry Cheesecake.” Visitors can tour cranberry marshes and winery. Cranberry Fest cook-off has competition in  breads/muffins, desserts, main dishes, sauces and jams. 10,000 pounds of cranberries will be sold throughout the festival. Free shuttle bus. 800-359-6315; http://www.cranberryfest.org   

October 1-2 and 8-9 
EAGLE
Autumn on the Farms at Old World Wisconsin 

Get transported to the 19th century as costumed interpreters give a firsthand look at life and work during the harvest season in early America.  Demonstrations of farm chores, tradesmen and family life. The second weekend, Old World Wisconsin’s historical gardener Marcia Carmichael will host a book signing for her book, "Putting Down Roots: Gardening Insights from Wisconsin's Early Settlers." Also: the new broom corn labyrinth.  262-594-6301; http://www.oldworldwisconsin.org
October 1-2, 8-9, 15-16, 29-30  
KOHLER
Harvest Days 

Held throughout the month of October, enjoy fall themed activities in the Village of Kohler. Get lost in the corn maze, check out the towering hay fort, hop on a wagon ride, and see the amazing Giant Pumpkin Contest. There are also harvest themed demonstration kitchen presentations and jack-o-lantern lit village walks.  800-334-2838; http://www.destinationkohler.com
October 2  
BARABOO

Vince - The Life and Times of Vince Lombardi
Lively Arts Series: Vince - The Life and Times of Vince Lombardi. Al Ringling Theatre, downtown Baraboo. For more information call (608) 356-8864. 
October 2  
GREENVILLE

37th Annual Greenville Fall Craft Fair
 9AM - 3PM. Admission free. Handmade arts/crafts, produce, bakery. Inside & outside - rain or shine. For early set-up, homemade sweet rolls, egg biscuits, hot drinks. Lunch - homemade soups, hot drinks/sandwiches, desserts. Free parking. N1003 Municipal Drive (Hwy 76 & 96). Call (920) 757-5661. 
October 2  
LA CROSSE

Official Oktoberfest Cornhole Tournament
Registration: 12:00-12:45PM - bags fly at 1PM. Call for team registration info. Varsity Club, 1920 Ward Avenue. For more information call (608) 385-6929. 
October 2  
LAKE MILLS

Lake Mills Fall Festival of Color
9AM - 3PM. Admission free. A wonderful fall craft, art, and fall produce show in a charming downtown park. Commons Park. For more information call (920) 648-3585. 
October 2  
MADISON

The Wright Design Series – Monona Terrace
The free discussions highlight a wide array of design topics, including architecture. In 1909, Frank Lloyd Wright designed a summer home in Montecito, California. Thus began a 50 year relationship that would last until Wright's death in 1959. Wright designed more than 80 projects for California, and saw more than 25 built. The buildings were grand and modest, public and private, and came from each major era of Wright's seven decade long career. Monona Terrace, 1 John Nolen Drive. For more information call (608) 261-4000. 

October 2  
MADISON 

"Signature Style" by Joyce Tenneson
 In this seminar, internationally acclaimed photographer Joyce Tenneson will share how her creative process as an artist shapes her own "intimate portrait" signature style. At the end of the presentation, Tenneson will respond to questions from the audience. Chazen Museum of Art, Room L140, 800 University Ave. For more information call (608) 287-1182. 
October 2  
MADISON

Etiquette of Holiday Gift Giving Seminar
At this lively and informative workshop you will learn about: Holiday gifts that your clients will appreciate; unique gifts that are available and suitable for anyone; a variety of ideas that will fit any industry; how planning ahead can stretch your budget further. RSVP is requested as seating is limited. 22 South Carroll Street, 8th Floor. For more information call (608) 839-3664.
October 5-28  







PITTSVILLE 
Splash of Red Cranberry Tours 

One of the most unique cranberry tours in the country is offered by the Pittsville FFA Chapter with Cranberry Science Class members serving as your tour guides. Tour several different area cranberry marshes, pick fresh fruit from the vine, and observe testing, cleaning and freezing of the fruit harvest. This is the nation's only Cranberry Science Class.  A scrumptious lunch with special cranberry treats is included with the tour. All monies go toward scholarship and trip opportunities for Pittsville FFA members. Reservations are a must. Harvest/weather permitting. Presented by Pittsville High School FFA. Meet at the Pittsville School Auditorium. For more information call (715) 884-6412.
OCTOBER 6-9








NEENAH

Arts of Fire 
Witness the fascinating and thrilling art of glass blowing at the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum. Watch live narrated glassmaking demonstrations by The Hot Glass Roadshow of the Corning Museum of Glass in New York. Four master artists will create works from molten glass on special staging, equipped with two glass furnaces.  Other related events include a stunning exhibition of world-renowned glass collections, “Hot Dogs of Hot Glass Tailgate Party” hosted by local radio personalities, workshops and the “Get your Glitter On Gala.”  920-751-4658; http://bergstrom-mahlermuseum.com
OCTOBER 6-9
MINERAL POINT/DW WI


Driftless Film Festival 

Set in the scenic Driftless region of southwest Wisconsin, the film festival showcases independent films in historic theaters throughout the area. This year, three new venues in Richland Center, Spring Green and Viroqua will join venues in Mineral Point, Platteville, and Baraboo. View some of the greatest accomplishments of Wisconsin’s film community. Directors and actors will be present at some locations for pre/post film discussions. 608-987-3501; http://www.driftlessfilmfestival.org

OCTOBER 7








MADISON

Moon Over Monona Terrace
7-9:30PM Rooftop (back-up date is Saturday, October 08). Moon Over Monona Terrace combines the talents of the Madison Astronomical society with the vast beauty of the Monona Terrace Rooftop - view celestial objects through a multitude of different telescopes. The evening will begin with moon viewing only, and will progress to different objects as the sky darkens. Enjoy free family fun with activities from UW Space Place and Monona Terrace. In case of inclement weather, please call after 4PM the day of the event for cancellation information. Monona Terrace 1 John Nolen Drive. For more information call (608) 261-4000. 
OCTOBER 6-9







NEKOOSA

"Fall into the Season" Fall Marketplace
Vendors featuring fall produce, baked goods, preserves, breads, caramel apples, crafts/decor, pies, pumpkins, dips, mixes, syrups. Free admission! Lake Arrowhead, 1195 Apache Lane. Call (715) 325-2901. 
OCTOBER 7-9; 14-16





NORTH FREEDOM

Autumn Color Train Rides at Mid-Continent Railway 

October 7,8 &9 and 14, 15 & 16. Mid-Continent's seven-mile, 50-minute round-trip ride on a former branch line of the Chicago & North Western Railroad through the autumnal beauty of the scenic Baraboo Hills. All trains are diesel powered. Call for schedule and ticket info. Mid-Continent Railway Museum, E8948 Diamond Hill Road. For more information call (800) 930-1385. 
OCTOBER 7-8





STILLWATER,MN

Harvest Fest, Giant Pumpkin Weigh-Off, Regatta & Drop
Street Dance on Friday, Oct 7 from 5-11 p.m.-free event featuring two live bands, food vendors and bingo from 4-8 p.m. Saturday 10 am to 5 pm. Giant Pumpkin Weigh-off growers from surrounding states bring in their biggest gourds to vie for heaviest pumpkin. Weigh-off in Lowell Park from 12-3 pm, awards ceremony at 4 pm and pumpkin drop at 4:15 p.m. Last year’s winner weighed 1,810.5 pounds,a WORLD RECORD! Watch the Pumpkin Boat Regatta and Giant Pumpkin Drop. Pedal tractor pull, pumpkin decorating, baking and pie eating contests. Face painting, mini pumpkin decorating, coloring contest, kids’ costume parade at noon. Haunted cave tours and trolley, gondola and pedi-cab rides.  www.discoverstillwater.com 

OCTOBER 7-9







SHAWANO

Shawano Country Miles of Art Fall Festival 
Shawano Country Miles of Art is a fall celebration of the arts and nature in Northeastern Wisconsin. Enjoy over 50 colorful "barn quilts" and 30 building murals as you drive the picturesque roads of rural Shawano County to meet over 40 artists at studios and galleries. Other weekend activities include live music, dancing, and a community theater production. Shawano County, WI. For more information call (800) 235-8528. 
OCTOBER 7







WAUNAKEE

Governor Nelson State Park Moonlight Walk
Join the Dairyland Walkers on a guided walk in Governor Nelson State Park. Slower 10K walkers will depart at 6:30PM. Faster 10K walkers will depart at 6:45PM. 5K walkers will depart at 7PM. There is a park admission fee. Cost is free or $3 for volkssport credit. Begin at fish cleaning station at end of park road.. For more information call (608) 821-0263. 

OCTOBER 7-9







WAUSAU

5th Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show and Sale
Free and open to the public. Featuring top experts and vendors from across the Midwest displaying and selling an amazing variety of treasures including unique and rare mineral and fossil specimens, award winning jewelry from WI artists, dinosaur fossils, Wisconsin fossils and minerals, cut and raw gemstones, pearls, shells and materials for your own creations. Ground View Metal Detectors will be displaying a selection of metal detectors and supplies. Expert Kevin Clark will have free metal detecting demonstrations.  Friday: Noon-5PM; Saturday: 9AM-5PM; Sunday: 10AM-4PM. East Gate Hall in Marathon Park, 2101 Stewart Ave. For more information call (715) 212-7080. 
OCTOBER 7-9







BAYFIELD

50th Anniversary Bayfield Apple Festival 
The granddaddy of Apple fests! 60 orchard and food booths with caramel apples, apple dumplings, tarts, cider and apple brats. On Sunday the Grand parade has a 600 member finale with an original song by Big Top Chautauqua. Entertainment all weekend.150 artists and crafters, traditional fish boil, orchard visits and an evening boat parade.  800-447-4094; http://www.bayfield.org
OCTOBER 7-9
PEPIN/PIERCE/BUFFALO COUNTIES

Fresh Art Tour
This weekend-long self-guided tour through the scenic towns of Pepin, Durham and Maiden Rock, takes visitors into the studios and galleries of local Wisconsin artists. Coinciding with the peak fall leaves color weekend, enjoy unique handmade art such as pottery and ceramics, while taking in the beauty of the Mississippi River. Visit 17 studios with favorite artists, as well as new featured artists like Paul Morris and Randy Borchers, well-known potters. New gallery sites this year include Culturel Cloth, a local enterprise showcasing textiles. Every studio features art demonstrations. 715-672-8188; www.freshart.org
OCTOBER 7-16 
REEDSBURG
Fermentation Fest 

Fermentation Fest - A Live Culture Convergence is a food and farming festival with a focus on fermentation in all its forms.  Farmers, chefs, artists, poets and cheese makers will converge on the beautiful working lands of Sauk County to present a series of tastings, demonstrations, cooking classes, art events, brewing seminars, farm tours and more. Want to learn how to be a better wine taster? Register for the MATC “Wine & Cheese Tasting” course where students learn basic wine terminology and proper tasting methods, along with suggestions on how to pair wine and cheese. Other unique events include a meat canning workshop, a class on fizzeology and beekeeping. 608-524-8672; http://wormfarminstitute.org/events/
OCTOBER 8








ANTIGO

5th Annual Oktoberfest 

11AM - 4PM. Admission free. German heritage festival, food, live music, dancing, kids activities, arts & craft fair. Outdoor event. Fun for the entire family. Antigo City Park. For more information call (888) 526-4523. 
OCTOBER 8







BARABOO

Downtown Baraboo Fair on the Square
9AM - 4PM. Admission free. 24th annual, drive up, on street setup, free coffee and donuts for exhibitors, food court, beer garden, farmers' market, Kidz Zone, live entertainment. Professionally produced and promoted event. Downtown Business District: Third and Fourth Streets. For more information call (608) 356-2937.
OCTOBER 8







LAKE GENEVA

20th Annual Oktoberfest Celebration 

A celebration for the entire family, Lake Geneva’s annual fall festival features a bushel of children’s activities including music, magic, pony rides and the Great Pumpkin Giveaway.  You’ll also find food and craft booths, a farmers market, restaurant and shopping specials, carriage rides and a street dance.

800-345-1020; www.lakegenevawi.com
OCTOBER 8







BURLINGTON
Pig Roast and Silent Auction 

Join us for our first annual Pig Roast and Silent Auction fundraiser. Funds from the event will help to finish renovations on the barn and other improvements around the property. The property will be open for hiking or wagon tours to enjoy the fall colors. Wooden Bridges Bluegrass Band will be featured at the event. Seno Woodland Education Center, 3606 Dyer Lake Road. For more information call (262) 539-3222. 

OCTOBER 8







FORT ATKINSON
Fort Wine & Stein 

Join us for an exclusive tasting of wines and craft beers from Wisconsin and hors d'oeuvres from The Velvet Lips Lounge Bar & Grill at the 3rd annual Fort Wine & Stein at The Upper Lip from 3-7PM. 10 S. Water Street West in Fort Atkinson. For more information call (920) 563-3210. 

OCTOBER 8








FREMONT
Antique Appraisal Fest Day 
Appraisal of antiques and collectables,10AM to 3PM - food served. Fremont Village Hal, Wolf River Drive. For more information call (920) 446-3236.
OCTOBER 8-9







COON VALLEY
Norskedalen’s Civil War Heritage 
Norskedalen nature and heritage center and Company B 2nd Wisconsin Civil War re-enactors present living history with daily drills, battles and demonstrations in honor of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. Friday is Civil War Education Day, where students are invited to tour the camps, march in the ranks and visit the surgeon’s tent to learn about life during the war. Don’t miss the main battle break out with authentic cannon firing. At dusk on Saturday, join in the lantern lit tour.  608-452-3424; www.Norskedalen.org
OCTOBER 8-9  







EGG HARBOR
Pumpkin Patch Festival 

Get in the Halloween spirit with carnival rides, face painting, a storyteller, live music and arts and crafts. There’s plenty for the whole family at this two-day festival and admission is free.  920-868-3717; www.eggharbor-wi.com
OCTOBER 12






PRAIRIE DU SAC

Ice Wine Release Celebration – Wollersheim Winery 
Celebrate and taste the “nectar of the vines” – the release of the fabulous 2010 Wollersheim Ice Wine harvested on a freezing day in December 2010, crushed frozen, aged and released in very limited quantities. Wagon rides available to the vineyard. Self guided tours today 10am to 6:00PM  800-847-9463 www.wollersheim.com 

OCTOBER 12






BARABOO 
Monroe Crossing Bluegrass Band
Lively Arts Series…Monroe Crossing bluegrass band. Al Ringling Theatre, downtown Baraboo. For more information call (608) 356-8864.
OCT 14-16
BARABOO, SPRING GREEN, MINERAL POINT
Southwest Wisconsin Fall Arts Tour
Visit more than fifty of Wisconsin’s finest artists in their studios during one of the most spectacular seasons of the year. Many will be demonstrating their techniques. These artisans include painters, sculptors, potters, weavers, jewelers, woodworkers, photographers and mixed-media artists. This is a rare opportunity to see works in progress, purchase directly from the artists and visit them in their creative environments. http://fallarttour.com/ PH: (608) 987-3787
OCTOBER 14-15







ASHLAND 

WhistleStop Marathon/Half-Marathon & Festival 

Held in the Tri-County Corridor, the WhistleStop Marathon and Half-Marathon is a point-to-point course on a rail-trail paved with limestone gravel. Pass through beautiful wetlands, trout streams, woodlands and dairy farms on the race. On Friday, enjoy the Lake Superior fish boil and pasta feed. Races are held on Saturday with the half-marathon and Crusin’ the Corridor 5K and 10K races at 8 a.m. and the marathon at 9 a.m. End the race with a party and awards ceremony, followed by Blues and Brew Fest from 7:30 p.m. to midnight. 

800-284-9484; www.whistlestopmarathon.com
OCTOBER 14-16 
   SHEBOYGAN

Sheboygan Shindig 

The Sheboygan Shindig is a weekend of art and fun. Held in conjunction with the John Michael Kohler Arts Center exhibit Hiding Places: Memory in the Arts, visitors can witness a multisensory performance of what memory looks and feels like through an interpretive dance. Additionally, the Sheboygan Shindig will feature a chair dance outdoor performance. Similar to a flash mob, the public is invited to bring a chair and join in the unique dance sequence at noon on both Saturday and Sunday. Participants can learn the dance ahead of time at the John Michael Kohler Arts Center in events leading up to the Shindig. Don’t miss art demonstrations and workshops with artists and illustrators, along with author appearances. The Sheboygan Shindig is part of the city’s 2011 Children’s Book Festival.  

920-458-6144; www.jmkac.org
OCTOBER 14-15, 21-22, 28-29 


GREEN BAY

Zoo Boo 

Where else can you trick or treat three weekends in a row? Green Bay’s NEW Zoo puts on its Halloween best for evenings of spooky fun for all ages.  Children and parents alike dressed in costumes of all shapes and sizes follow the light of hundreds of jack o’ lanterns on their way to treat stations located throughout the zoo.  Children can play in the happy haunted forest, enjoy giant inflatables or take a look at the nightlife in the lighted animal exhibits. The more adventurous can hop aboard the haunted hayride for a journey filled with thrills and chills for the first two weekends of the event.  Trick-or-Treating is available each night.  

920-434-7841; http://www.newzoo.org 

OCTOBER 15 
   NEILLSVILLE

Silver Dome Ballroom Blues Party 2011 

Blues Party Featuring Howlin' Wolf guitarist & RNR Hall of Famer Hubert Sumlin, Memphis Soul singer Wee Willie Walker, Folk-Blues legends Spider John Koerner & Tony Glover, The Butanes Soul Revue, and Howard Luedtke & Blue Max. Doors open at 5PM. Call for admission info. Silver Dome Ballroom, US Hwy 10. For more information call (715) 743-7774. 

OCTOBER 15 
   NEW BERLIN 
Fall Harvest Art & Craft Fair 

9AM - 3PM. 29th year with 120+ crafters and artists offering unique handcrafted items. Concession stand featuring homemade chili and a fabulous bake sale. All proceeds donated back to the surrounding communities. Ronald Reagan Elementary School, 4225 S. Calhoun Road. Call (262) 385-6303.
OCTOBER 15 – 16





JEFFERSON 
Antique Snowmobile Show, Grass Drags & Swap Meet
 Participant gate opens at 7AM. Open to public at 9AM till 4PM. A fundraiser to help maintain area snowmobile trails, etc. Gate Fee is $5.00. Children under 10 Free. New: Can bring 1985 and older sleds to show and grass drags; Snowmobile Show back in the Activity Center and improved racing track. Jefferson County Fair Park, 503 N Jackson Avenue. For more information call (920) 648-4080.
OCTOBER 15 – 16





MILWAUKEE 
Oktoberfest Artisan Fair 

Artisans will sell quality handcrafted arts and crafts. Take a break for German food, decadent desserts, or beverages in the beer garden all day long. Entertainment for all ages includes polka music, childrens' activities, old-fashioned cake-walk, Klement's Racing Sausages, Milwaukee Dog Training Club demonstration, storytelling, raffles, and much more. Join the community at the 5PM Saturday Polka Mass. Catch the last of the season produce at the Sunday afternoon Farmers Market. Admission is free. Parking is convenient and free. Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 3722 South 58th Street. For more information call (414) 545-4316.
OCTOBER 15 – 16




WISCONSIN DELLS

Autumn Harvest Fest 

The Annual Autumn Harvest Fest in Wisconsin Dells will include plenty of entertainment, arts & crafts, hayrides, live music, fun fall events, great food and so much more! Decorate a pumpkin, stuff a scarecrow or visit the farmer's market. Celebrate autumn and all of its glorious colors! Festival includes Wisconsin Dells On Tap, featuring more than 25 Breweries from around Wisconsin. Many activities are free some have a minimal fee. Free spectator admission. All activities located in Downtown Wisconsin Dells.. For more information call 1-800-223-3557; http://www.wisdells.com/ahf 

OCTOBER 15 & 22





GREEN BAY

Great Pumpkin Train 

On two Saturdays, October 15 & 22. Be sure to include this annual hunt for the perfect pumpkin in your schedule. Patrons will ride the Museum's train to the pumpkin patch, where everyone is welcome to select a pumpkin of their own. The day will also feature and exciting slate of entertainers and seasonal activities for all to enjoy. National Railroad Museum. For more information call (920) 437-7623.
OCTOBER 18-23 





EAU CLAIRE

Chippewa Valley Book Festival 

Celebrate the written word with a variety of authors, many from the Midwest in the six-day festival. Events take place throughout the week for all age groups with book talks, readings and writing workshops. Featured authors include James Campbell, Susanna Daniel, Marsha Qualey and Patrick Somerville. The festival concludes with readings by winners of the “Young Writers of the Chippewa Valley” writing contest. Bring your book for an autograph by your favorite author. 715-832-ARTS; http://www.cvbookfest.org/ 

OCTOBER 19-23 





MADISON 

10th Annual Wisconsin Book Festival 


The Wisconsin Book Festival celebrates its 10th anniversary by bringing more than 100 authors and poets to the Madison area for five days of programs that honor diverse voices in all their written and spoken forms. Featured authors include Jeffrey Eugenides, Dean Bakopoulos, Myla Goldberg, and John Burnham Schwartz, among many others. New this year is a focus on interactive storytelling, with a special appearance by Milwaukee's Ex Fabula, a live storytelling booth, hands-on workshops and more. The Wisconsin Book Festival is a special program of the Wisconsin Humanities Council. All events are free.


608-262-0706; http://www.wisconsinbookfestival.org 

OCTOBER 20






RHINELANDER

Paddling the Voyageur Highway 

Julie Buckles and Charly Ray tell about their adventures paddling 1,700 miles by canoe from their home in Washburn on Lake Superior to Wollaston Lake in northern Saskatchewan, where they stayed for the winter. Free admission. Nicolet College Theatre, 5355 College Drive. For more information call (715) 365-4646.
OCTOBER 20-23







KOHLER 

Kohler Food & Wine Experience 
Take those taste buds on an epicurean adventure they will never forget as the Village of Kohler opens its doors for the annual Kohler Food & Wine Experience.  Famous, award-winning food and wine specialists will be on hand to share their talents and tastes.  The event will include a myriad of food and wine tastings, seminars, demonstrations and the signature evening event. 800-344-2838; http://www.destinationkohler.com 

OCTOBER 21-22 





MILWAUKEE 

Gallery Night and Day 
Gallery Night and Day is the premier art event in Milwaukee for both discerning connoisseurs and beginning art admirers. Spanning Friday evening and Saturday during the day, the quarterly event regularly showcases art at more than 50 galleries and businesses throughout the downtown area. Admission is free to all participating venues during event hours. Hop on a free shuttle that takes visitors on six convenient stops throughout the Third Ward and West Town.  414-273-1173; http://www.historicthirdward.org   

OCTOBER 21-22 





GREEN BAY 

Halloween at Heritage Hill State Historical Park
Join us as History and Halloween comes to life as your family enjoys celebrating Halloween at Heritage Hill. Little ghosts and goblins will delight in trick or treating throughout 13 historic buildings. Other activities include scary storytelling, smores, a Halloween craft, a shadow play, costume contest and reenactment of the Salem Witch Trials. Call for admission info, children 4 and under are free. 2640 S. Webster Avenue. For more information call (920) 448-5150. 

OCTOBER 21-22 





GREENFIELD 

David Seebach's "Illusions in the Night" Halloween
Master Magician David Seebach's annual "Illusions in the Night" Magic show, thrilling Halloween magic for all ages. Greenfield Performing Arts Center. For more information call (414) 855-2419. 

OCTOBER 21-22 





WEST BEND

Ghosts of Washington County
Your group will be led through the Haunted Old Jailhouse full of special effects, costumed actors and real paranormal activity. Not-So-Scary Tours for children (for children under 10): Friday and Saturday 5PM to 6:30PM. Scary Haunted Old Jailhouse (not for children under 10): Friday and Saturday 6:30PM to 11:30PM. Reservations are strongly suggested. Call for admission fees. Old Courthouse Museum, 320 S. 5th Ave. For more information call (262) 335-4678.
OCTOBER 21-29






ANOKA, MN

Anoka Halloween Celebration
Anoka, MN, the Halloween Capital of the World, will hold its annual Anoka Halloween celebration October 21-29. Activities inlcude a Chili Cookoff, Pumpkin Bowl, Orange Tie Ball and Pumpkin Carving Contest. The festival culminates Halloween weekend with a Children's Parade and Block Party Friday, Oct 28 and a Spooktacular Carnival and Grand Day parade Oct 29. For more information visit www.anokahalloween.com.

OCTOBER 22-23 





MAUSTON 

Mauston Pumpkin Bash
6th Annual Mauston Pumpkin Bash for Fall Fun. Inflatables for kids, vendors, drag racing, geocacheing and much more. Hwy 58 S ( Veterans Memorial Park). For more information call (608) 847-6676. 
OCTOBER 22-23





NORTH FREEDOM 
Pumpkin Special Train Rides at Mid-Continent Railway
The seven-mile, 50-minute round-trip ride on a former branch line of the Chicago & North Western Railway will include a stopover at the Quartzite Lake Pumpkin Patch. Passengers young and old can take a leisurely stroll through the patch to select their pumpkin for purchase. The train conductor will help you load your pumpkin on the train for the return back to North Freedom. Price of pumpkin is extra in addition to train fare. Please call for train schedule. Mid-Continent Railway Museum, E8948 Diamond Hill Road. For more information call (800) 930-1385. 
OCTOBER 22-23 





OREGON 

Firefighter/EMT Craft Fair
9AM - 3PM. Admission charged. 19th annual craft fair with proceeds used to enhance the Fire/EMS District. Many fine crafters from near and far with beautiful crafts. A "must attend" event! Oregon Middle School, 601 Pleasant Oak Drive. For more information call (608) 835-7973.
OCTOBER 23 





HARTLAND 

Lake Country Wine & Food Festival
The area's premier Wine and Food Festival. Taste over 100 wines from eight renowned growing regions, sample gourmet foods, seminars, and the marketplace. Golden Mast, Okauchee. Call (262) 347-7084. 

OCTOBER 23





WISCONSIN DELLS 

2nd Annual Wisconsin Dells Marathon & Half Marathon
Adrenaline Sports Management proudly presents the Second Annual Wisconsin Dells Marathon and Half Marathon. The event will be held throughout the beautiful, hilly roads of Wisconsin Dells. All Marathon runners receive a customized Wisconsin Dells Marathon Hat, Gloves and Jacket. Half Marathon runners receive customized Wisconsin Dells Hat, Gloves and Long Sleeve T-Shirt. All Marathon and Half Marathon runners will receive a finisher's medal. This is a lifetime achievement for elite and everyday runners, as well as a fun-filled weekend for everyone. Wisconsin Dells Center, 2501 River Road. Call (847) 829-4536. 

OCTOBER 23 





WISCONSIN DELLS 

Spookfest 

Children of all ages enjoy Rides, Games, a Trick or Treat Trail. There will be Prizes awarded for kids in costume. Call for admission info. Knuckleheads, 150 Gasser Road. Event starts at 11:00AM and ends at 3:00PM. For more information call (608) 254-7332.

OCTOBER 27 





GREENFIELD 

David Seebach's "Illusions in the Night" Halloween
Master Magician David Seebach's annual "Illusions in the Night" Magic show, thrilling Halloween magic for all ages. Greenfield Performing Arts Center. For more information call (414) 855-2419. 

OCTOBER 27-30






MILWAUKEE 

Dracula
 Michael Pinks most popular work is also the most successful ballet in recent history. The Company's strength and vitality is highlighted in this breathtaking story of passion, seduction, transformation and sacrifice. "Dracula" stakes its claim as this Halloween's most thrilling adventure. Marcus Center for the Performing Arts. For more information call (414) 902-2103. 
OCTOBER 28-29 





GREEN BAY

Halloween at Heritage Hill State Historical Park
History and Halloween come to life as your family enjoys celebrating Halloween at Heritage Hill. Little ghosts and goblins will delight in trick or treating throughout 13 historic buildings. Other activities include scary storytelling, smores, a Halloween craft, a shadow play, costume contest and reenactment of the Salem Witch Trials. Call for admission info, 4 and under are free. 5-8PM. 2640 S. Webster Avenue. For more information call (920) 448-5150. 
OCTOBER 28 






MONONA

Fall Fest 
See what tricks we have up our sleeves in ALNC's new expansion at Fall Fest, our free members event! Visit the Haunted Shack, explore hands-on exhibits, participate in a Costume Parade for the Kids, join the interactive Hoot & Howl Under the Moon and more! Call for admission info. 330 Femrite Dr.. Event starts at 5:30PM and ends at 7:30PM. For more information call (608) 221-0404 x1. 
OCTOBER 29-30 





MILWAUKEE  
Trans-Fusion - The Party 

Immediately following the breathtaking performance of Milwaukee Ballet's 'Dracula', this seductive party is only steps away from your theater seat. Dance til you drop with the stars of 'Dracula'! Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, Atrium. For more information call (414) 902-2114. 
OCTOBER 29







FONTANA 
Beer and Spirits – Fontana


This is the second annual, “Beer and Spirits: Brews, Bites, and So Much Fun… It’s Scary” event. Held at the Abby Resort in Fontana, the event includes unlimited beer tasting from more than 120 different beers, as well as foods. Limited tickets are available for a VIP Beer Tasting held one hour before the event. Sample the beer early, and get some one-on-one time with the beer distributors. Additionally, there will be limited tickets for an “Eat ‘n Greet” the night before, where attendees can enjoy an all you can eat fish fry and meet master brewers. 262-245-1000; www.lakegenevabeerandspirits.com
OCTOBER 29 






BARABOO

Annual Leopold Center Art Discovery Day
Come experience presentations, demonstrations, and individual interaction with artists whose work is inspired by the natural world and Leopold's land ethic. Instructors: Eighteen local and regional artists, to be announced in August 2011. Free. Program will run rain or shine. E13701 Levee Road, near Baraboo. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (608) 355-0279. 
OCTOBER 29 





FONTANA

 Fontana - Beer & Spirits Festival
Taste beers from over 25 Midwest craft breweries, sample specialty liquors and foods that pair well with beer and listen to live entertainment. Halloween costumes encouraged!Call for ticket info. Must be 21 or older to attend. 269 Fontana Blvd. For more information call (262) 245-1000. 
OCTOBER 29 





MANITOWOC

Inspired by Halloween - Manitowoc Symphony
 Second annual spooktacular. Music includes The Flying Dutchman, The Wizard of Oz and The Phantom Menace. The concert features pianist Ingrid Hanson Popp. Costumes are encouraged for all ages, the pumpkin decorating contest winners will be announced, and much more spooky fun will be had by all! A free pre-concert program by Jim Miller will be held in the Kadow room at 6:15PM. Capitol Civic Centre, 913 S 8th Street. Event starts at 7:00PM. For more information call (920) 683-2184. 
OCTOBER 29 





ST. GERMAIN

12th Annual OktoBearFest 
For a different twist on Oktoberfest, visit Black Bear Lodge from 10AM to 4PM for cabin craft exhibits, hay rides, pumpkin painting, polka music, German food & beverages and more! Event benefits the Vilas County Historical Museum. 1330 Halberstadt Rd. For more information call (800) 563-4340.
OCTOBER 29 





STOUGHTON

Holiday Rosemaling Fair
 9AM - 2PM. Admission free. Norwegian rosemaling (rose painting), ornaments, clothing with rosemaling designs. Large and small gifts for holiday gift giving. Wells Fargo Bank (Basement), 911 W. Main Street. For more information call (608) 873-0890. 
OCTOBER 29-30 





WAUKESHA

Waukesha Expo Market
Estate & attic treasures, antiques, collectibles, coins, jewelry, art, glass, pottery, furniture & repair services, advertising, depression glass, sports items, old toys, candles & soaps, Watkins, Avon, nicknacks, unique gift items & more. Waukesha County Expo Arena, 1000 Northview Road. Call (414) 587-8225. 
OCTOBER 31 





JOHNSON CREEK 

Trick-or-Treat at Johnson Creek Premium Outlets 
4:30PM-6:30PM. Costumed youngsters under 12 receive candy and treats from participating stores, while supplies last. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 575 W. Linmar Lane. Call (920) 699-4111. 
OCTOBER 31 





WISCONSIN DELLS 

Trick or Treat - Tanger Outlet Style
Heads up! Plan to attend a Spooktacular Halloween Celebration at Tanger from 4PM to 6PM on Halloween Night, October 31st. Enter the costume contest at 5:45PM, at the front of the Gap store location. Tanger Outlet Center, 210 Gasser Road, I90/94 Exit 92 in Lake Delton. For more information call (608) 253-5380.
OCTOBER 31






EVERYWHERE
 
Halloween!
2011 EARLY NOVEMBER  
NOVEMBER 4-5







MADISON  
Wisconsin Original Cheese Festival 

Now in its third year, the Wisconsin Original Cheese festival is growing to include more restaurants and tours than before. On Friday, choose from a variety of interesting private cheese tours. There’s the Artisan Cheese and Beer Tour at Roelli Cheese in Shullsburg. New is the Spring Green Cheese, Dairy Farm & Taliesin Tour, a wine and cheese tour that ends at Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin. Or, try the Classic Cheese and Goat Dairy Tour, which includes a tour of Widmer's Cheese Cellars. The cheese festival also features 10 participating restaurants, six of which are new, along with a “meet the cheese maker” gala and farmer’s market. 608-358-7837; http://www.wicheesefest.com/events.php
NOVEMBER 12-13





WEST ALLIS 
40th Anniversary Trainfest – West Allis 




Trainfest®, America’s LARGEST operating model railroad show, will celebrate its 40th anniversary at the Wisconsin Expo Park. Join more than 22,000 families and model train hobbyists for enormous fun and endless discovery.  The 40th anniversary brings special events – guided tours and a train-themed treasure hunt.  Plus, you can spend hours entertained by 60 intricately-detailed running railroads.  Kid’s highlights include racing trains on a dog-bone shaped track, face painting, Radio Disney on Sunday, a circus train ride, and more. Model train related manufacturers, historic railroads and retailers from coast-to-coast round out this spectacular show.  Trainfest has something for everyone in its 200,000 square-foot area. 262-820-3566; www.trainfest.com   



FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: 

WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com

Wisconsin  “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 

OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)

Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com
Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC

Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 

Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619
Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934
Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158
West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
BEFORE YOU GO: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com or www.WisTravel.com
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