DECEMBER to JANUARY  2011
SELECTED EVENTS  by Gary Knowles ©   UPDATED 12-2-10
Gary Knowles is Travel Editor of (Dane County) LIFESTYLES Magazine, consultant to travel businesses,

and author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours

Remember: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com or www.WisTravel.com 
WINTER SNOW CONDITIONS: With 125 snow condition reporters in all 72 counties of the state, this is the most comprehensive and timely report out there. Reporters from chambers of commerce, visitor bureaus, tourism organizations, snowmobile clubs and state parks and forests update their area’s status “virtually live” as conditions change or at a minimum of once a week on Wednesdays. Subscribe at TravelWisconsin.com for  e-mailed Thursday updates. 
DECEMBER

THROUGH JANUARY 23





WAUSAU
I Want Candy: The Sweet Stuff in American Art 

Fifty works from 40 contemporary artists exploring our nation's love affair with sweets. Woodson Art Museum, 700 N 12th St. For more information call (715) 845-7010.
ENDS DECEMBER 31



MADISON

The Holiday Tree Display
Typically a forty-foot Wisconsin-grown Balsam Fir, the Capitol Holiday Tree is decorated with approximately 700 feet of gold garland, 2400 multicolored lights and 1400 handmade ornaments donated by Wisconsin citizens. www.Wisconsin.gov Dec 3 Tree lighting 11:45am. Weekdays 8am-6pm; Weekends & Holidays 8am-4pm.  608-266-0382
ENDS DECEMBER 31





MADISON

Olbrich Gardens Flower and Model Train Show
Twinkling lights, festive poinsettias, tiny landscapes, and large-scale model trains.  Olbrich's horticulture staff will showcase miniature landscapes among hundreds of colorful poinsettias. Members of the Wisconsin Garden Railway Society come from all over the state to show off their large-scale model trains.  Olbrich Garden’s – 3330Atwood Ave., Madison    $3.00 adults and $2 for those 2-12. Under age 2 are free. (608) 246-4550    www.olbrich.org 
DECEMBER 31





BURLINGTON

The Liars Club –Championship Lie 2010
Burlington Liars Club World renowned club chooses the Championship Lie for 2010. Watch the media for winning announcement. To submit your tall tale, send $1.00 with your entry to Burlington Liars Club, P O Box 156, Burlington, WI 53105. www.burlingtonchamber.org  262-763-6044
DECEMBER 31






LACROSSE

Skyrockers’ Fireworks Display
Midnight fireworks on Grandad Bluff light up the Mississippi Valley. Folks watch from the bluff, downtown, while ice fishing on the river, cross-country skiing or sledding. Early show for kids at 6pm. www.Skyrockers.com 608-782-2366
DECEMBER 31  






WASHBURN

Big Top Chautauqua’s Orchestra  Rings in the New Year
Ring in the New Year with the Blue Canvas Orchestra! Party hats, costumes, and a really fantastic celebration have become the trademark of StageNorth New Year's Eve bashes. Come for the BCO and stay to welcome 2011. For tickets: STAGENORTH 123 W Omaha St Washburn, WI 54891
Phone: 715-373-1194
DECEMBER 31






HAYWARD

New Years Eve Celebration - LCO CASINO
Live music, drawings, free hors d' oeuvres, free champagne at midnight. Tickets on sale in Casino gift shop.www.lcocasino.com  800-LCO-CASH 

DECEMBER 31 






WOODRUFF

New Years Eve Fireworks
Get the whole family bundled up and join us in downtown Woodruff for the New Year's Eve Fireworks! A spectacular show over the beautiful white snow that everyone will love to see! www.minocqua.org 800-446-6784

DECEMBER 31





EGG HARBOR

Candlelight Horseback Ride
Ride through the woods lit by candlelight. After the ride, enjoy a cup of hot cider or wine by the fireplace. Call for conditions and reservations.



DECEMBER 31





PRAIRIE DU CHIEN

The Lowering of the Carp
A unique countdown to the New Year. Festivities begin at 9pm. Bonfire, music, food, and the special "Lowering of the Carp" countdown at 11:59pm. www.prairieduchien.org  608-326-8602
DECEMBER 31





PLYMOUTH

The New Year’s Eve Big Cheese Drop
New Year's Eve party! The highlight of the evening will be the "cheese drop", taking place in the parking lot of the Plymouth Family Restaurant (right next door to the Arts Center). The "Big Cheese" will drop exactly at midnight! The public is invited to watch - admission to the Cheese Drop is free, and complimentary refreshments will be served. www.PlymouthArts.org  920-892-8409
DECEMBER 31







MADISON 
US Bank Eve
U.S. Bank Eve is Madison's time-honored community celebration of the New Year. A family-oriented, alcohol-free event filled with fun activities for all ages. Rick Wilcox's Magic Show at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at Monona Terrace. View wonders of the night sky on the Olin Terrace through telescopes operated by UW Space Place volunteers.  Held around Madison at: U.S. Bank Plaza, Monona Terrace, Olbrich Gardens, Madison Children's Museum, Keva Sports Center, the Prairie Athletic Club and Sun Prairie Ice Rink. Starting at 10:05, best viewing from Monona Terrace Bike path.  www.usbankeve.com/madison  608-877-7517
DECEMBER 31






GREEN BAY
US Bank Eve 
U.S. Bank Eve is Green Bay's time–honored community celebration of the New Year. It's a family–oriented, alcohol–free event with fun-filled activities for the entire family. Don't miss out! Capture the spirit of the season on December 31, 2010. Ring in 2011 with your family, friends... and U.S. Bank!
http://usbankeve.com/cgi_w/cfm/about/community_relations/greenbay.cfm  920-405-5013
DECEMBER 31 – JAN 2 2011



AMHERST
Amherst - Portage County Ice Wars 
USSA-sanctioned snowmobile races sponsored by the TR Lions/Lioness/Amherst Fire District/Amherst EMTs. Over 100 entries expected, concession stand, Portage County Fairgrounds, 4552 Fairground Rd. Event starts at 10:00AM. For more information call (715) 824-2176.
2011JANUARY
JANUARY
1/1/11
Phillips, Jacksonport, Sheboygan, Nekoosa, 
Polar Bear Swim and Dip
A Wisconsin winter tradition continues; various communities around the state. Check with local sources for times and registration

JANUARY 1 


\
DOOR COUNTY/EGG HARBOR

 Egg Harbor - New Year's Day Parade 

You never know who or what you'll see! Anyone is welcome to participate. The parade goes on no matter what the weather. Downtown. For more information call (920) 868-3717.
JANUARY
1/1/11




PASADENA,CA
*The 97th ROSEBOWL!!*
3:30PM Wisconsin Championship Football Time   ESPN TV Coverage
http://www.tournamentofroses.com/rosebowlgame/

Tentative – not confirmed yet on 12-3-10. To be determined by final BCS rankings Dec. 5th – Watch for sports reports to confirm where and who the UW Badger Football BIG TEN CHAMPIONS Team will play. 

JANUARY 3 
(Monday)





MADISON

Inauguration and The Inaugural Ball
INAUGURATION – State Capitol Rotunda – FREE – Admission, first come, first in –

Official Inaugural Ceremony of Governor Scott Walker
12:00 PM (NOON) Wisconsin State Capitol Rotunda, Madison

Transition office 608-261-9200 for more information. Receiving Line with Governor Scott Walker and First Lady Tonette Walker Immediately Following Official Inaugural Ceremony In the Governor’s Conference Room Wisconsin State Capitol, Madison – Please bring a non-perishable food item to donate at the Inaugural Ceremony.

INAUGURAL BALL

Monona Terrace, 7:00 pm – Midnight, Monona Terrace, Madison Ballroom
One John Nolan Drive, Madison, WI 53703 Ticketed Event: $50 per person/$20 per student

Purchase tickets on-line or by phone Attire: Black tie optional Hors de oeuvres’ and cash bar. 

Three Bands: Eddie Butts Band,Chasin’ Mason, Jenny Thiel Group 

JANUARY 4-6 






WAUSAU
Blue Man Group. 

What is the Blue Man Group? One way to describe them is "Stomp Meets Gallagher." This wildly popular theatrical show combines music, comedy and multimedia theatrics to produce a totally unique form of entertainment for the whole family. Experience the blissful party atmosphere that just might unleash the Blue Man in you. Call for ticket info. Grand Theater on Artsblock, 401 N 4th St. Event starts at 6:30PM. For more information call (888) 239-0421. 

JANUARY 8







MADISON
CHRONOMETRO Bicycle Swap Meet
Hundreds of Bikes and parts - Alliant Energy Center – Madison – admission $7.00
JANUARY 8

MIRROR LAKE STATE PARK

Candlelight Ski, Hike & Snowshoe 

The Friends of Mirror Lake will be hosting a torchlit ski/hike/snowshoe event. There will be two 1-mile loop trails lit for the evening. Both trails are open to skiers and one of the trails will also be open to hiking and snowshoeing. The Friends will have brats, hotdogs, goodies, hot chocolate and more available for sale. There will be two roaring bonfires to keep you toasty warm. The event is free but a Wisconsin State Park sticker is required on all vehicles. Meet us at the beach/picnic area for a fun filled winter evening. 608-254-2333  www.fwsp.org/mirrorlake/  6:00-8:00 pm
JANUARY 8


Mirror Lake Staet Park-Baraboo

Learn to Cross Country Ski & Snowshoe
Have you ever wanted to learn to Cross Country Ski or Snowshoe or fine tune your skills? Grab your gear and come to Mirror Lake State Park and we will teach you. The Friends of Mirror Lake along with the MadNorSki Club will have instructors to show you how to ski and snowshoe. After the lesson we will take you on an easy beginner trail adventure. Visit the Friends web page for more info and links to sign up for this FREE Event!  608-254-2333  www.fwsp.org/mirrorlake/  Mirror Lake State Park, E10320 Fern Dell Road,  Baraboo, WI 53913  2:00 – 4:00 PM
JANUARY  8 






ASHLAND
Ashland - Sleigh & Cutter Parade 

Dozens of old-fashioned sleighs and cutters in a parade sponsored by the Northwood's Harness Club. For more information call (715) 685-9983. 
JANUARY   8






WAUSAU
 La Farge - KVR Winter Festival. 
The KVR Winter Festival is a family event that highlights fun winter activities. Fee-free activities include skating, sledding, skiing, archery, snow sculpture, ice cave hikes, chain saw carving, birds of prey presentation, face painting, horse-drawn bobsled rides, snowshoe exhibit, Tri-state Malamute Club Sled Dog Race, weight pull, and mutt race, horse-drawn tours and snow cave. La Farge Lions Club hosts an annual chili and bread contest for the public. Kickapoo Quick Auction of goods and services produced in the Kickapoo Valley. Proceeds from the auction benefit the KVR Education Program. Kickapoo Valley Reserve. For more information call (608) 625-2960.
JANUARY 8-9*






MERRILL

Pine River Sled Dog Races
ISDRA-sanctioned races with cash purse and trophies for the top six places. More than 100 mushers compete during the weekend event. Skijoring, kiddie and celebrity races too. *DATE May change depending on weather and trail conditions. Please check before attending* PH: 715-873-4787
Pine River Elementary School, W4165 Hwy. #64, Merrill, WI 
JANUARY 8-9






JANESVILE

MidWinter Antiques Show and Sale
Fine furniture, jewelry, glassware, primitives, pottery, books, advertising, post cards, cameras, stoneware, linens, sporting items, the unique & unusual, and more. Pontiac Convention Center - www.pontiaccc.com    PH 608-531-0284
JANUARY 13-16






EAGLE RIVER

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SNOWMOBILE DERBY
The world's premier snowmobile racing event. 1400-plus entries compete for oval and sno-cross championships in front of 30,000 spectators. The 47th Anniversary Derby - a spectacular show with some of the best racing in the Friday Night Thunder races. www.derbytrack.com  PH: 715-479-4424
JANUARY 13






JANESVILLE

Wine Wonderland
Enjoy a selection of domestic and international wines poured by our Celebrity Sommeliers, complimented with spectacular hors d'oeuvres. Learn proper wine tasting techniques and pairings from wine professionals Alice Blue and Mark Miller of Badger Spirits. Relax as you listen to soothing acoustic music by Duane Wordon. Tickets available at Kandu Industries, Badger Spirits, 2621 Prairie Ave, Beloit; 608-755-4123
JANUARY 14-15





SAUK PRAIRIE 

Bald Eagle Watching Days
Each year, dozens of eagles winter at Prairie du Sac to fish the open waters of the Wisconsin River. Enjoy Birds of Prey shows, guided bus tours, wildlife photography seminar, Native American legends, aerial antics, and family activities.    www.saukprairie.com  PH: 800-683-2453
JANUARY 14-16






MADISON

MadFest Juggling Festival
This festival is sure to be a hit with all ages! Presented by the Madison Area Jugglers, chances are you will see items of all types being thrown around. www.madjugglers.com 608-267-3976 Alliant Energy Center
JANUARY 15







MADISON

West Towne Mall Walk 

5K/10K walk at West Towne Mall. Register at Firestone Complete Auto Care between 7:15 and 10:00AM. Walkers must finish by noon. Cost is free or $3 for volkssport credit. Firestone Auto Care, 7105 Mineral Point Road. For more information call (608) 833-8748. 

JANUARY 15-16






ST.GERMAIN

World Championship Kitty Cat Races
On Little St. Germain Lake at Black Bear Lodge. Racing is offered to children from ages 4 to 14. Wisconsin Kids Snowmobile Racing Association sponsors the event, promoting Family Fun for Everyone! Black Bear Lodge. For more information call (800) 563-4340. 

JANUARY 17 – FEB 27


FORT ATKINSON

Swing On A Star
The Fireside Dinner Theatre takes you back to the golden age of comedy, dance and swing: Crosby, Sinatra, Andrews Sisters, Marx Brothers, Abbott and Costello, Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, Jimmy Dorsey, Benny Goodman, Count Basie, Louis Armstrong, Tommy Dorsey and Glenn Miller. www.firesidetheatre.com PH: 920-563-9505   $42.95 -$66.95 includes dining and show
JANUARY 21-23, 28-30 and FEB 4-6


WAUSAU

Badger State Winter Games
22nd annual premier Olympic-style amateur sports festival. First weekend will consist of snowmobile racing, cross-country skiing, snowshoe racing, and the quadrathlon. The other 17 competitions will take place the following two weekends. Free to the public. www.sportsinwisconsin.com  PH: 608-226-4780
JANUARY 21 - 22 





St. Germain 
Snowmobile Radar Run
Held on the West Bay of Little St. Germain Lake - race your snowmobile against the gun - 1,000' distance! 660' & 1,000' practice tracks. Friday - practice runs & Saturday - trophy runs. Little St. Germain Lake. For more information call (715) 479-2934. 

JANUARY  21 - 23 



WISCONSIN DELLS

Wisconsin Dells Flake Out Festival. 

Amazing snow sculptures, arts and crafts fair and a whole flurry of new activities for a full day of family fun. Flake Out Festival 2011 brought to you by the team at Buffalo Phil's Pizza & Grille. Located on the Festival Grounds at Buffalo Phil's Grille, At Tanger Outlet Complex. For more information call (608) 254-7300. www.flakeoutfestival.com 
JANUARY 22-23 





ELKHART LAKE

Schnee Fest
Winter festival including talent contest, silent auction, chili cook-off and family games and activities.

www.ElkhartLake.com  PH: 920-876-2922
JANUARY 28-30 






WAUSAU
Wausau 525 Snowmobile Championship
Two day event will host 12 classes of pro and semi pro snowmobile oval races. Heated viewing areas. Sunny Vale Park, 1000 S 72nd Ave. For more information call (715) 845-2955. 

JANUARY  29




PRAIRIE DU SAC

Wollersheim Winery Port Release Day
Get a behind the scenes look at the making of Wollersheim Wines and taste the 2009 Wollersheim Port and the new White Port 2009.  Enjoy live jazz and discussion with winemaker Philippe Coquard. 11AM-4:00PM www.Wollersheim.com
JANUARY 29 





GREEN BAY

Winterfest On Broadway 

The eighth annual Winterfest On Broadway is a one-day festival full of fun activities for all to enjoy. Ice-sculptors line the streets as event goers watch them create their masterpieces. Throughout the day, families can participate in the chili cook-off and enjoy fun outdoor winter activities! Broadway District in downtown Green Bay. Event starts at 11:00AM and ends at 8:00PM. For more information call (920) 437-2531.
JANUARY 29




NECEDAH
Snowshoe Hike 
Get out and about at the Necedah Wildlife Refuge on snowshoes. Bring your own or borrow ours. Guided hike will take place snow or no snow and will begin in the Ellen Allan Learning Center at 2:00PM. First timers welcomed. May last for two hours. Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. For more information call (608) 565-2551.
JANUARY 29


MADISON

Isthmus Beer & Cheese Festival
In the middle of winter, Wisconsinites can always use a little cheering up, and what better way to liven the spirits than to drink the best beer and eat the finest cheese all in one day? Come to the Isthmus Beer & Cheese Fest to sample delicious, Wisconsin-brewed beer and Wisconsin cheese products. Meet the brewers and cheesemakers themselves, and listen and learn from experts about what beers go best with what cheeses, chocolates and everyday foods. Visit the web site for more information and to order advanced tickets. Tickets are limited. www.thedailypage.com/beercheese PH: 608-267-3976  Alliant Energy Center  1:00 – 5:00 PM
JANUARY 29-30  





CASSVILLE

Bald Eagle Days
100-250 bald eagles winter at Cassville each year. Knowledgeable volunteers assist visitors with locating eagles at outdoor observation deck at Riverside Park. Outdoor staffed viewing 8am-noon Sat & Sun. Educational programs on Sat 9am-3pm.Educational programs at Cassville High School www.cassville.org PH: 608-725-5855
JANUARY 29



BLOOMER
Rope Jumping Championships
20-35 participating schools and approximately 240 jumpers try to break the records in the Jump Rope Capital of the World. Bloomer High School.  www.bloomer.net/~bchamber/  PH: 715-568-3339  Preliminaries at 12:30PM Finals at 7PM


WINTER SNOW CONDITIONS: With 125 snow condition reporters in all 72 counties of the state, this is the most comprehensive and timely report out there. Reporters from chambers of commerce, visitor bureaus, tourism organizations, snowmobile clubs and state parks and forests update their area’s status “virtually live” as conditions change or at a minimum of once a week on Wednesdays. Subscribe at TravelWisconsin.com for  e-mailed Thursday updates. 

FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: (updated 8-25-10)
WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com/maps_guides.aspx

Wisconsin 2010 “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 

Wisconsin 2010 Winter Events Guide 
OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)

Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com
Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC

Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 
Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619
Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934
Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158
West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
