LATE SUMMER TO EARLY AUTUMN 2010

by Gary Knowles  UPDATED 8-26-10

Gary Knowles is Travel Editor of (Dane County) LIFESTYLES Magazine, consultant to travel businesses,

and author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours

Remember: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com
AUGUST 25-SEPT 11





BAYFIELD

Lighthouse Keepers Celebration

Special Lighthouse Cruises and Tours of the Historic Apostle Islands Lighthouses, Visiting Artists and Authors, Keeper's Reunion Day and Dinner, Photography Contest, and Park Service Lectures.  Welcome past Keepers, their relatives, and volunteer Keepers on this special day reserved to recognize them. Learn about lighthouses from people who have experienced them first hand. PH:  800-779-4487  http://www.lighthousecelebration.com/ctt.htm 

AUGUST 27-29




MILWAUKEE


Mexican Fiesta Milwaukee

Sights and sounds from south of the border travel north each summer to the Summerfest grounds for Mexican Fiesta. Highlights include mariachi bands, dancing to Latin rhythms, “el grito” and “salsa-renge” contests, a jalapeño pepper-eating contest, a custom car show, and plenty of delicious traditional Mexican fare.

414-383-7066; http://www.mexicanfiesta.org

AUGUST 27-28




SUPERIOR

Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival 

Celebrate the ancient Chinese sport of dragon boat racing at the annual Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival. Held on the waterfront of Barker’s Island, the event is a flourish of color, excitement and fun. As the starting gun fires, as many as 100 teams in 40-footlong exotically decorated boats will paddle feverishly in time with the pounding of the boat’s drummer toward the finish line. The public is welcome to take part in this free

event and enjoy food and live entertainment. 1-866-336-1107; http://www.lakesuperiordragons.com 

AUGUST 27-29






GREEN BAY

Artstreet 

Artists from throughout the U.S. take to the streets of downtown Green Bay to celebrate

the many aspects of art at this free community event. A visual and performing arts

festival, fine arts fair, ethnic foods, entertainment, strolling performers and children’s

activities make this a fantastic family festival. 920-435-5220; http://www.artseventsinc.com 

AUGUST 28-29






EAGLE RIVER

Eagle River Festival of Flavors 

Local and native Wisconsin food is the center of attention at this culinary event held in

the heart of Wisconsin's Northwoods. The event showcases local restaurants, food

purveyors, culinary artisans and artists using natural products from within the area and

throughout Wisconsin. Bring your appetite as plenty of food, cheese and wine tasting

are on the menu at this two-day event. 1-800-359-6315; www.eaglerivermainstreet.org

AUGUST 28
 


MINERAL POINT-BLUE MOUNDS

The UnNamed Epic

On Aug. 28 a spectacular 75 mile off-road race “The Un-named Epic” will bring up to 800 riders to a major national biking event starting on the streets of Mineral Point at 8:00 AM and running across steep, rugged terrain in Wisconsin’s Driftless Area to Blue Mounds. This area was included in the 2016 Chicago Olympic bid PH: (414) 431-0559 x16  www.UnnamedEpic.com
AUGUST  29
 







MADISON 

Ride the Drive with Lance

 On Sunday everyone is invited to Madison to  “Ride the Drive” (scenic John Nolan Drive along Lake Monona through downtown Madison) with Lance Armstrong.  “Epic”;  “Ride”  PH: 608-266-6517- http://www.cityofmadison.com/transportation/ridethedrive/about.cfm 

SEPTEMBER  

SEPTEMBER 3-4





PRAIRIE DU SAC

Wisconsin State Cow Chip Throw 

Grab a chip and let ‘er fly!  The men’s record (Greg Neumaier,1991) is 248 ft. The women’s record  (Terry Wallschleger, 2005) is 157 ft. Music, concessions, 5K & 10K walk & run. Huge parade Saturday. Throw 2 chips for $3.00 (16 & over) or $1.00 for kids  PH:608-643-4317; http://www.wiscowchip.com

SEPTEMBER 3-5






NEW GLARUS

Wilhelm Tell Festival

The story of Swiss independence , written by German playwright Friedrich Schiller. It's a live theater presentation with intricate costumes and a lively cast that includes goats, cows and horses. More than 200 local volunteers join to make each colorful performance come to life. Performances are staged in a beautiful outdoor setting, just a short distance from downtown New Glarus.

http://www.wilhelmtell.org/calendar/  or http://www.swisstown.com/  800 527 6838

SEPTEMBER 3-4





 
SHEBOYGAN

Dairyland Surf Classic 

Surf City, here we come! Sheboygan, A.K.A. “Malibu of the Midwest,” has hosted freshwater surfing events for 22 years. Surfing competition is Saturday and Sunday mornings with music, food and family festivities all week. 1-800-689-0290; http://www.visitsheboygan.com
SEPTEMBER 3-5






ALLENTON

Big Concertina Jamboree Festival

Continuous concertina jamming on three stages with all players welcome. Concertinas to play, trade, or sell. Dancing, Friday fish fry, food and refreshments. Overnight parking for campers. www.visitwashingtoncounty.com   PH: 888-974-8687

SEPTEMBER 4






PARDEEVILLE

7th Ann. Pardeeville Community Car & Truck Show 

More than 526 show cars registered in 2009 show, rain or shine, concessions on grounds, over 124 homemade pies, 27 different flavors, ice cream, sweet corn, brats, hotdogs, hamburgers, soda, water, popcorn, music all day, craft booths, silent auction, children’s' games, Alcohol free event for the whole family, 2nd Annual Youth Model Car Show, Antique & Classic Tractor show across park from car show, Historic Canoe Rides(canoe seats 21), over 100 towns from WI & 5 different States registered show cars in 2009 show, Winner of Columbia County Tourism Award 2008, over 33 classes of show cars, over 100 trophies awarded the day of show. Chandler Park. (608) 429-3703. http://www.pardeevillecarshow.com/
SEPTEMBER 4-5







OSHKOSH

Hydroplane Boat Races

Stock, modified, J class, pro and antique classes. This encompasses a wide range of speeds and participant ages. As one racer put it, it is not a question of "How fast do they go?" but rather "How fast do you want to go?" Free admission. Food, drink and restrooms onsite.  www.bsoa.net  PH: 262-620-3741

SEPTEMBER 9-11 






MADISON

Sewing with Nancy & WPTV Quilt Expo 2010

Wisconsin Public Television and Nancy Zieman, host of Sewing With Nancy present the annual Quilt Expo with stage presentations, special evening events and a juried quilt contest. 9:00 a.m.to 6:00 p.m. daily,  Alliant Energy Center  - Madison,  tickets start at $7-advance $8.00 door; Two day -$12, Three Day-$15-Seminars $10,  PH 920-356-9506   http://wiquiltexpo.org
SEPTEMBER 10
-11





MANITOWOC

Sputnik Fest - MS Space Debris Pageant 

The festival commemorates the Russian satellite falling out of the sky and landing in Manitowoc Sept. 6, 1962. The Ms Space Debris competition will take place in the early-evening hours of Friday, September 10, and consist of four (4) parts total: an entrance parade, a Space-Age evening attire walk-off, a display of talent and a brief question-and-answer period. For more details. PH: 920-242-3332 On Saturday it’s Larry’s Cosmic Cake Contest and an Alien Animal (dressed pet) contest at 10:30AM with music, theater and fun into the evening.  www.sputnikfest.com
SEPTEMBER 10 -11






BAYFIELD

Lighthouse Keepers’ Reunion Day Celebration

Special Lighthouse Cruises and Tours of the Historic Apostle Islands Lighthouses. Board the ASHLAND BAY EXPRESS for the Devils Island Landing and climb the 82' tower to see the 3rd order Fresnel lens up close. Then join guest Keepers and other lighthouse enthusiasts for the Reunion Dinner at the Bayfield Waterfront Pavilion on the Bayfield City Dock. Enjoy a buffet dinner and this years presentation, "Lamps in the Wilderness, The Story of the Apostle Islands Lighthouses," by local writer and historian Bob Mackreth, who has over 30 years experience as a Park Ranger. *Door prizes for the lucky, and a free gift for everyone! *Sept. 10 *Devils Island Landing Departs 12:30 p.m. - Returns 5:00 p.m. *Dinner 7:00 p.m.*Keeper's Reunion Day Cruise & Dinner Package - Adult $64.95 - Child (6-12 yrs) $49.95 *Cruise Only - Adult $41.95 - Child (6-12 yrs) $24.95 *Dinner Only $29.95 Per Person PH:  800-779-4487  http://www.lighthousecelebration.com/ctt.htm 

SEPTEMBER 10-11





LAKE GENEVA

4th Annual Lake Geneva Wine Festival

Lake Geneva Wine Festival benefits nonprofit organizations throughout the community.  It is held at the Grand Geneva Resort which offers a comprehensive package of the weekend events coupled with luxurious accommodations. Wine Weekend package ($745) includes two tickets to the Celebrity Chef Quick Fire Challenge Gala & Reception; two tickets to The Grand Tasting; Deluxe Guest Room on Friday and Saturday nights; and breakfast for two in The Grand Café one morning- based on double occupancy, and exclusive of tax and resort fee. Start early or extend your stay for  $99 per night. www.grandgeneva.com  or  (800) 558-3417

SEPTEMBER 10-12 




PRAIRIE DU CHIEN

30th Annual Prairie du Chien Carriage Classic

The Villa Louis Carriage Classic is a pleasure driving show held on the beautiful grounds of the Villa Louis Historic Site. This show hosts some of the finest carriage driving competition the Midwest has to offer, with over 100 different turnouts coming from throughout the Midwest. It features a wide range of divisions, providing a first class experience for novice and experienced whips alike. St. Feriole Island.  PH: 608-326-2721.

http://www.carriageclassic.com/

SEPTEMBER 11






HAMMOND

14th Annual Running of the Llamas

Llamas that race down main street in Hammond (3:00 PM) . Celebrity and non-celebrity racers. Parade precedes the run. Race sheets with llama descriptions & race records handed out before the race. Morning golf tournament. Ribfest at night, kids activities , golf tournament and music. Also llama documentary at dusk. 820 Davis Street. PH: 715-796-2330 http://www.therunningofthellamas.com  

SEPTEMBER 11 






PARDEEVILLE

Watermelon Festival – 43rd Anniversary

U.S. Watermelon Speed Eating and Seed Spitting Championship. Watermelon contests, arts, crafts, flea & farmers market, kids' games, music, food & beverage, located on beautiful Park Lake. Fees increase after July 1st. Admission free. Chandler Park. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (608) 429-2312. http://www.pardeevillewatermelonfestival.com/ 

SEPTEMBER 11






OSHKOSH

Big Birds Over EAA & Free Admission to EAA Museum

Giant-scale radio controlled model aircraft will take to the skies normally occupied by their much-larger brethren during the inaugural "Big Birds Over EAA" on Saturday, Sept. 11, at Wittman Regional Airport
in Oshkosh.  The free event will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. between the Main Gate and AeroShell Square on the EAA AirVenture grounds. Concessions will be available. Additionally, admission to EAA AirVenture
Museum will be free all day on Saturday, Sept. 11. Spectators of all ages will enjoy seeing amazing giant-scale RC aircraft - some up to 15-feet long - modeled after all types of standard-size aircraft, including warbirds, aerobatic, jets, vintage, and sport aviation. More than 30 individual "pilots" will guide their aircraft through flying demonstrations, with many other models also scheduled to be on display. For more information on EAA and its programs, call 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-6322) or go to www.eaa.org . For continual news updates, connect
with http://twitter.com/EAAupdate. 

SEPTEMBER 10-12





JEFFERSON

Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival 

A showcase for Wisconsin’s sheep industry. Seventy-two classes offered, herding dog shows, sheep milking, sheep cheese, fiber arts, wool sales & auction. - Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson, Wisconsin -  $5.00 daily, Weekend Pass $ 10.00  Free Parking-  Kid’s 8 & under free868-2505   www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com
SEPTEMBER 11-12






WAUSAU

Artrageous Weekend – 3 Big Art Events, One City

Three free events – Art in the Park, Festival of Arts, and Birds in Art – invite art lovers to immerse themselves in distinct and complementary experiences, from artists’ demonstrations, displays, and sales to handmade crafts, children’s art activities, food, and entertainment. Free shuttle buses link the three crossexperiences, because all events are admission free and are linked by the free, handicapped-accessible, shuttle bus service throughout both Saturday and Sunday. Art in the Park brings together the work of 120 juried fine artists and craft exhibitors from Wisconsin and neighboring states in Marathon Park’s East Gate Hall and historic Exhibition Building. Butterfly Release on Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m. The Festival of Arts, at City Square and Third Street, presents work by 120 juried, national fine artists and a lively roster of instrumentalists and vocalists offers a harmonious backdrop from three stages in the heart of the festivities. For the opening of the 35th anniversary Birds in Art exhibition, the Woodson Art Museum features the debut of “Artists in Action” featuring artists demonstrating how they paint, draw, and sculpt, throughout the Museum’s grounds on Saturday from 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Other Birds in Art artists will be in the galleries on Saturday morning to talk with visitors and sign catalogues and posters. Also view A Naturalist’s Eden: Don Richard Eckelberry’s Birds of Trinidad and Tobago in the galleries, wander through the sculpture garden. , Birds in Art remains on view through November 14. Note: Free handicapped-accessible shuttle buses between all three locations run every 15 minutes or so from 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. from designated locations. Woodson Art Museum- 715-845-7010, Festival of Arts  715-842-1676, Art in the Park 715-581-1484. www.lywam.org, www.wausaufoa.org, or www.wivalleyart.org.  

SEPTEMBER 17-19






MONROE

Cheese Days

Held every two years, this amazing celebration features everything cheese and the rich Swiss heritage of Green County. Sample cheeses, hear Swiss Alphorns and bells, see a Swiss fashion show, join a cooking class,  watch the huge parade (Sunday at 12:30PM) What a great way to wrap up summer and get ready for the harvest season! PH:  608.325.7771 http://www.cheesedays.com/
SEPTEMBER 17-19




WISCONSIN DELLS

Wo-Zha-Wa Days 

A festive celebration of autumn, Wo-Zha-Wa Days is filled with free family activities, including an arts and crafts fair, antique flea market, Maxwell Street Days, live entertainment and a 100-unit parade in Wisconsin Dells. La Crosse Street Festival Site & all thru the village.  PH: 800-223-3557

http://www.dells.com/wisconsin-dells-events/wisconsin-dells-wo-zha-wa-festival.htm

SEPTEMBER 17-19




CHIPPEWA FALLS

Oktoberfest





   

German heritage takes center stage. Celebrate the harvest season with a weekend of fun steeped in Bavarian tradition.  The weekend kicks off with a Golden Keg procession from the Jacob Leinenkugel Brewing Company and a ceremonial keg tapping at the biergartens -Four stages of live entertainment, parades, demonstrations and German food and beverages.  Other attractions include family fun activities, a Polka celebration, sheepshead card tournament and the Familienfest family style dinner. 866-723-0340; http://www.chippewachamber.org/oktoberfest.asp 

SEPTEMBER 18






GAYS MILLS 

Kickapoo BRAVE Ride

Enjoy a 20 or 80 mile bicycle ride through the driftless landscapes of Crawford County. Routes take you through the Kickapoo countryside -- with ridge views and river valleys that will take your breath away. Dinner on Saturday night features locally produced foods. $35 fee includes dinner, BRAVE T-shirt, and gift bag.     PH: 866-452-7967; http://www.crawfordcountywi.com/brave.htm 

SEPTEMBER 18






MERRILL

Colorama Bike Tour






An annual 30-50mile bike tour along the Wisconsin River features spectacular views of the Northwoods in fall color.  A 10-mile course is designed for parent-child riders.  Start and finish at Stange’s Kitchenette Park. Each paid rider receives a T-shirt and lunch. PH: 715-536-7313 http://www.merrillparkandrec.com 

SEPTEMBER 18 
NECEDAH

Whooping Crane Festival 

Necedah celebrates the annual fall flight of the Necedah whooping cranes to their winter home in Florida.  Take a nature tour of the Necedah Wildlife Refuge, learn about whooping cranes. Enjoy a chicken feed, artisan and craft displays, tour a winery and attend nature seminars. Tag butterflies, and make T-shirts. PH: 608-565-2101; http://www.whooping-crane-festival.com 

SEPTEMBER 18



CROSS PLAINS

Hill and Valley Antique Auto and Americana Show

Antique auto show and tour of the area. Old time crafts such as quilting, blacksmithing, sauerkraut making, etc. Historical society displays, corn on the cob steamed by an antique steam engine. Admission free. Baer Park, County P. Event starts at 6:45AM and ends at 4:30PM. For more information call (608) 798-3040.

SEPTEMBER 18






LAKE GENEVA

Fat Tire Memorial Tour – Lake Geneva 


    

Take a 21.5 mile bicycle tour through Lake Geneva, Fontana and Williams Bay with great views of Geneva Lake and Lake Como.   www.fattirememorialtour.com
SEPTEMBER 18 -19 
CEDARBURG

Annual Wine & Harvest Festival 

Tempting foods tantalize the taste buds with steamed sweet corn, caramel apples, grilled treats and other seasonal delights. Scarecrow, grape stomp, apple bobbing contests, wine tasting, winery tours, craft fairs, and live entertainment.  PH: 262-377-3891; http://www.cedarburgfestivals.org  

SEPTEMBER 18 -19  
MARSHFIELD

Maple Fall Fest 

200 arts & crafts booths, Amish specialties, food court, beer garden, live entertainment, and pancake breakfast both days. Maple syrup demos, judging and maple recipe contest. Wildwood Park. Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  PH: 800-422-4541; www.visitmarshfield.com.

SEPTEMBER 18 -19  
SOLDIERS GROVE

Driftless Area Art Festival 

The Driftless area, a unique region that escaped the glaciers of the ice age, is an inspirational setting to many talented artists and artisans. Its hills and valleys are home to painters, potters, woodworkers, weavers, musicians and metal smiths. PH: 608-624-3600; http://www.driftlessareaartfestival.com 

SEPTEMBER 19 
BELOIT  

Autorama 

More than 1,000 show cars including street rods, custom, Corvettes, classics, antiques, and high performance vehicles. One of the largest one-day shows in the Midwest with a car corral, parts swap, and arts & crafts. Preservation Park. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 608-290-3628; www.beloitautorama.com
SEPTEMBER 21
- DECEMBER 1

         FITCHBURG

Promega Fall Art Showcase

The Promega Fall Art Showcase presents “Thirty Years of DC Courtroom Art”. The works of Betty Wells who sketched famous events and trials primarily in Washington, DC over the last 30 years. This collection includes sketches she created for national news media on both public and undercover assignments. Some of the people and events captured by Wells include: 2003 Beltway Sniper Trial of John Allen Muhammad, 1995 Susan Smith Trial for the murder of her two sons, 1991 Manual Noriega Trial, 1991 Supreme Court Justices, and the 1989 HUD Hearing on political favoritism. Also exhibiting is local artist and art teacher, Mark Pflughoeft. His abstract, 2-D multimedia pieces can build up to 4 layers deep.  They incorporate a complex integration of shape, lines and colors expressed through Plexiglas, paper, plastic acetate and acrylic paints. Promega BioPharmaceutical Technology Center in Madison. The exhibit is open Monday through Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm. A public art opening reception with both artists attending will be held on Tuesday, September 21 from 4:30pm – 6:30pm.  Daniel Swadener, in conjunction with Promega, is the producer of the art exhibit. PH: (608) 274-4330

SEPTEMBER 23-26 
ELKHART LAKE 

SCCA National Championship Runoffs 

Regarded as the “Olympics of Motorsports:”650 racers since 2000. At Road America. 
800-365-7223; www.roadamerica.com
SEPTEMBER 23- OCTOBER 3 
MILWAUKEE

Milwaukee Film Festival 

Screening 150 of the world’s top films in three city venues. Tickets on sale now. 
414-755-1965; www.Milwaukee-film.org
SEPTEMBER 24-25





MINOCQUA

46th Annual Beef-A-Rama
Minocqua, Wisconsin
Storefront beef roast cook-offs, costumes & unique displays, complimentary snacks, shopping specials,”Rump Roast Run” at 9AM and  'Parade of Beef,' at 2:45Pm -  celebrity judges, awards & famous beef sandwich sale. Arts & crafts, live music. www.minocqua.org/beefarama  PH: 1-800-446-6784

SEPTEMBER 24-25





LAKE GENEVA

Classic Car Rally & Show

Open to all Classic Antique and Special Interest Autos, Owners, Drivers, and Riders. Events will begin Friday Night at Lake Geneva mix and mingle purchase poker hands. Saturday will begin with a car show by the lake in downtown Lake Geneva. Parade St. 11am.  PH: 262-245-4532 www.genevalakeclassiccar.com
SEPTEMBER 24-26



MINERAL POINT

Cornish Festival 

The annual Cornish Festival celebrates the proud heritage of the immigrants who originally settled in the southwestern Wisconsin town of Mineral Point.  Festivities kick off on Friday night with a traditional pub night at Pendarvis State Historic Site.  The rest of the weekend includes authentic Cornish and Celtic music, traditional Cornish food, narrated bus tours featuring the town’s historic stone cottages, live music and storytelling for all ages. 

608-987-3201; http://www.cornishfest.org  

SEPTEMBER  24-26 






WARRENS

Warrens Cranberry Festival

The “Grandaddy of Cranberry Festivals” - Warrens Cranberry Festival features over 3 miles of shopping and over 1,300 booths, including more than 850 booths with Handmade jewelry, wood sculptures, metal garden art, knitted items, 350 booths of flea market & antiques, primitives, fishing & hunting supplies, purses, collectibles, toys and a farm market with fresh fall produce – and – yes…CRANBERRIES!  Cranberry marsh tours Fri & Sat 8AM to 3PM – Tours are $6 per person, last about an hour and are very popular, so be sure to get your tickets early. Advance reservations are not available. Tickets can be purchased at the Municipal Building on George St. where the tour begins. Huge parade begins at noon Sunday. http://www.cranfest.com/  PH: 608-378-4200

SEPTEMBER 25




MANITOWISH WATERS

Cranberry Colorama
Cranberry harvest tours, craft show, Taste of Harvest featuring local restaurants, fall color pontoon rides, cranberry cooking contest, live music, cranberry samples, and self-guided fall color tours.  9AM-3PM. www.manitowishwaters.org/  PH:715-543-8488

OCTOBER

OCTOBER 1-3







BAYFIELD

49th Annual Bayfield Apple Festival
The Bayfield Apple Festival is listed among "Top Ten Autumn Festivals in North America" by the Society of American Travel Writers. Over 46 orchards and food booths selling Bayfield's apples and apple desserts and delicacies all three days. 150 arts and crafts booths. The annual grand parade on Sunday features Bayfield's exclusive 400 member "Mass Band" marching down Rittenhouse Avenue playing "On Wisconsin".   www.Bayfield.org  PH: 800-447-4094

OCTOBER 1-3






GALESVILLE  

28th Annual Apple Affair
Giant omelets cooked in a 4 1/2 foot skillet, 10 foot apple pie, bicycle apple orchard tours, caramel apple, apple cider, apple juice, if its apple, you'll find it here.  Kicking off the annual event is a spaghetti dinner on Friday night which is held at the Mill Road Banquet Hall. The following morning, breakfast is served in the Big Tent on the Square. Orchards from the area set up stands on the square where visitors can purchase apples and apple treats served up by local growers. Apple pie, apple slices, caramel apples, Apple Normandy, Queen's Apple, apple cider, apple juice -- if it's apple, you'll find it here. In the parking lot across from the square, artisans and crafters attract shoppers with everything from dollhouse miniatures to crocheted doilies to braided rugs to woodworking crafts. There is also a Flea Market from 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. in the parking lot next to the Library.
Throughout the day, music from the big tent permeates the air. www.GalesvilleWI.com   PH: 608-582-2868

OCTOBER 2-3  






EAGLE RIVER

Eagle River Cranberry Fest

Cranberry Fest - arts and crafts, cranberry food sales, a bakery, entertainment, Cranberry Fest Souvenirs, , fitness events, soups, cranberry brats, World's Largest Cranberry Cheesecake and char-broiled chicken sandwiches. With more than 40,000 people attending the festival annually, this event is one of the highlights of the fall season in Eagle River. Take home fresh locally grown cranberries and craisins. Approximately 10,000 pounds of premium select cranberries will be sold during the festival event.  Cookbooks are also available.

http://www.eagleriver.org/CranberryFest.asp   PH: 1-800-359-6315

OCTOBER 2-3 







NEKOOSA

Nekoosa Giant Pumpkin Fest 

The Annual Nekoosa Giant Pumpkin Fest is home to some of the largest pumpkins you’ll ever see. Stop by to see the giant pumpkin weigh-off or cheer on your favorite participant in the annual Pumpkin Boat Regatta. Other activities include a craft show, farm and flea market, children’s games and activities (some are free), pumpkin and scarecrow decorating contests, bake-off, classic car show, antique tractor show, and lots of great food.

715-323-4533; http://www.nekoosagiantpumpkinfest.com  

OCTOBER 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 




KOHLER

Kohler Harvest Days

The Village of Kohler is your destination for unique activities including a hay fort, corn maze, petting zoo, wagon rides and a Giant Pumpkin Contest. There are also harvest themed demonstration kitchen presentations and jack-o-lantern lit village walks. 800-334-2838;

http://www.destinationkohler.com
OCTOBER 9-10 






WEST SALEM

Hmong New Year Celebration 

One of the largest Hmong populations in the state celebrates with Hmong traditional ball tossing, cultural performances, food and clothes booths, and sports tournaments. Veterans Memorial Park.

608-781-5744; http://lacrossehmaa.org/HMAA/newYearInfo.aspx
OCTOBER 9-10


NORSKEDALEN/COON VALLEY

Norskedalen’s Civil War Heritage Weekend 

Norskedalen and Company B, 2nd Wisconsin Civil War Re-enactors present living history with daily drills, battles and demonstrations. Wander the grounds visiting troops in complete costume and character. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

608-452-3424; www.Norskedalen.org
OCTOBER 15-17
BARABOO/SPRING GREEN/DODGEVILLE/MINERAL POINT

Southwest Wisconsin Fall Art Tour

Take a scenic drive through the country and get a rare look into the world of some of southwestern Wisconsin’s finest artisans as they open their doors for the Fall Art Tour.  Many of the studios are only open during the three-day event, providing a unique opportunity to meet the artists and purchase their work.  Artisans include potters, sculptors, painters, weavers, jewelers, photographers, woodworkers and more.  608-356-7805; http://www.fallarttour.com  

OCTOBER 16-17 




WISCONSIN DELLS

Autumn Harvest Fest 

The Annual Autumn Harvest Fest in Wisconsin Dells will include scarecrow stuffing, pumpkin decorating, an arts & crafts marketplace, farmer's market, hay and pony rides, live entertainment, Wisconsin Dells On Tap microbrew tasting and more. 

800-223-3557; http://www.wisdells.com/ahf 

October 21-24






KOHLER  

Kohler Food & Wine Experience
Enjoy exciting fare from award-winning local and international chefs, soak up culinary knowledge from the food and wine specialists, get your cookbooks signed by their celebrity authors, and so much more. Many events are complimentary. http://www.destinationkohler.com/village/shops_woodlake/food_wine_experience.html 

PH:1-800-344-2838

FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: (updated8-25-10)

WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com/maps_guides.aspx

Wisconsin 2010 “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 

Wisconsin 2010 Spring/Summer Events Guide 

OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)

Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com

Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC

Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 

Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619

Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934

Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158

West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
