NOVEMBER INTO DECEMBER! 2010

by Gary Knowles  UPDATED 11-4-10

Gary Knowles is Travel Editor of (Dane County) LIFESTYLES Magazine, consultant to travel businesses,

and author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours

Remember: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com or www.WisTravel.com 

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER (continues) to TO DEC 5  
MADISON

Andy Warhol Photographic Studies

Andy Warhol was a relentless photographer who produced tens of thousands of photographs, many never made public. In 2007, the Chazen Art Center was one of 183 college and university art museums to receive a selection of these Polaroids and prints from The Andy Warhol Foundation.

Lecture & Reception Oct 15, 5:30PM –with a Photo Booth! The Chazen 800 University Avenue, Madison-  Free Admission - (608) 263-2246    www.chazen.wisc.edu
NOVEMBER through the 14th




MADISON

Focus Madison: Works from the Permanent Collection

Focus/Madison examines works in the collection of the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art that feature the city itself. Photographs, prints, and paintings by twelve artists are included in the exhibition and demonstrate a striking range of perspectives. Twenty-six Polaroids taken during the 1970s by Madison photographer Gary Knowles, show the city at night and during the day. John Steuart Curry’s Progressive Party Rally imagines the events organized by the leftist political party of the early twentieth century. Other artists include Gibson Byrd, Dennis Church, Warrington Colescott, Gregory Conniff, Douglas Edmunds, Marshall Glasier, Terry Husebye, Allan Janus, Dana Van Horn, and Paul Vanderbilt.  www.MMoCA.org 608.257.0158
 

NOVEMBER to FEBRUARY



MADISON

Bodies – The Exhibition 

The Exhibition is an up-close look at the incredible complexity of the human body. Whole human body specimens are dissected and preserved in vivid athletic poses, allowing the visitor to relate to everyday activities. The Exhibition is designed to enlighten, empower, fascinate and inspire.  

Hilldale Shopping Center, 702 N. Midvale Blvd., Madison - $14/ age 4-12, $18 Senior, $22 Adult – group rates: 1-800-840-1157 or www.ticketsforgroups.com or www.bodiesmadison.com  or 1-866-312-3931

NOVEMBER 5-7






MADISON

Wisconsin Original Cheese Festival 

Artisan cheese lovers everywhere will enjoy this event. Participants will have the opportunity to meet dozens of Wisconsin cheesemakers, sample a variety of farmstead, artisan and specialty cheeses, take a personalized tour of the Dane County Farmer’s Market with a special cheese tasting at Frogmagination, tour two Green County cheese plants along with a fondue lunch at Roth Kase USA, or take in an educational seminar. The event ends at one of several participating Madison restaurants where each chef will partner with a unique Wisconsin cheesemaker and host a dinner.

608-358-7837; http://www.wicheesefest.com/events.php
NOVEMBER 6





JANESVILLE

Kiwanis Fall Fest of Ale 

Tickets: Woodman's Grocery, Russ Park Place, Liquor Cabinet and East Side Sentry or any Kiwanis member. 2009 had 30 breweries with over 130 beers and 8 restaurants represented. Benefits the Mother's Day Breakfast, Breakfast with Santa, Camp Wawbeek, Youth Programs, High School Scholarships, Badger Boys and Girls State, Senior Citizens' Christmas Tour of Lights and much more. Attendees vote for winners in Best Ale, Best Lager, Best Seasonal Product and People's Choice. Holiday Inn Express, 1300 Wellington Pl. Event starts at 6:00PM and ends at 10:00PM. For more information call (608) 741-9246.

NOVEMBER 6-7





OSHKOSH

Harvest Moon Madness 

Fine Arts & Craft Faire at the Oshkosh Convention Center. Bake sale. Free hot Apple Cider. Cash drawings & other prizes. Saturday, Nov. 6th from 9AM-4PM & Sunday, Nov. 7th from 10AM-3PM. Creative vendors offering unique & fun gifts. Start your Holiday shopping early! Admission only $1.00. Oshkosh Convention Center, 2 N. Main Street. For more information call (920) 585-5930.

NOVEMBER 6-7






ROTHSCHILD

Cedar Creek Mall Art & Craft Show

Annual Art & Craft Show, featuring quality handcrafted items. Great gift ideas! Well advertised, free admission, and free parking. Sat 10AM - 4PM, Sun 11AM - 4PM. Cedar Creek Mall, 10101 Market Street. For more information call (715) 355-0011. 

NOVEMBER 6-7  





WAUKESHA

St. William Christian Women Craft Fair

 Holiday craft fair, featuring regional crafters with bake sale, raffle and food concession. Something for everyone! Sat 9AM - 4:30PM, Sun 8:30AM - 2PM. Admission free. St. William's Church, 440 N. Moreland Blvd.. For more information call (262) 549-1363.

NOVEMBER 6-7 





MADISON

All Guild/Invitational Fall  Art & Fine Craft Show

Just in time for holiday shopping! Art and crafts on display and for sale

by some of the best artists in the area.  Sat., 10a.m.to 9 p.m. and Sun., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.   

Hilldale Mall – Midvale Blvd. at University Ave  Free admission  608-271-7472   E mail:  peter@h2ocolorart.com 

NOVEMBER 8






MADISON

"Heavy Metal" Chef Competition

 A charity fundraiser for the City of Madison's Combined Campaign. Get up close and personal with Monona Catering's chefs as they battle in the kitchen for their favorite charity. Special guests include Huma Siddiqui of White Jasmine, Jonathan Suttin of Triple M 105.5, Barclay Pollak of NBC 15, and Mayor Dave Cieslewicz. The winning Chef's charity will recive all ticket proceeds from the event. PianoFondue will entertain beginning at 5PM. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door. All proceeds will go to charity. Complimentary soft drinks and light hors d'oeuvres will be served. Cash bar at 5PM. Cake and coffee will be served at the end of the event in celebration of the winning chef. Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center. Event starts at 5:30PM. For more information call (608) 261-4000.

NOVEMBER 10






MADISON

The Radio City Rockettes Holiday Show

New York’s spectacular Rockettes come to Madison to kick-off their 2010 Christmas Special with two high kicking shows. Since 1933 these dancers have entertained some 69 million people in more than 60 cities. Shows at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. -  Alliant Energy Center -  $51.50 to $101.00
More Information: 1-800-745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.com or The Coliseum Box Office

NOVEMBER 12






KOHLER

In Celebration of Chocolate

Savor gourmet desserts, cakes, tortes, pastries, candies and specialty items at Kohler’s

annual feast for chocolate lovers.  The American Club Grand Hall of the Great Lakes Reception: 6:30 p.m.– Celebration 7-9 p.m.   $75 - Special room packages start $209 pp with admission  to Celebration  1-800-344-2838 www.destinationkohler.com   

NOVEMBER 13






BELOIT

29th Annual Wonderfest Arts & Crafts Expo

 Established arts and crafts holiday show. Proceeds benefit area community projects and concerns. Bake shoppe and lunch menu served by the Beloit Junior Woman's Club. Admission charged. 1701 S. Riverside Drive. Event starts at 9:00AM and ends at 3:00PM. For more information call (608) 364-6834.

NOVEMBER 13





MOUNT HOREB

Holiday Craft Bonanza 

A unique holiday craft fair along Mount Horeb's Trollway! Experience Norwegian culture, quality crafters, door prizes, raffles, quilts, bake sales and refreshments. Food pantry donations welcome. Admission free. 105-7 N. Grove Street. Event starts at 9:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (888) 765-5929.

NOVEMBER 13-14





WAUSAU

The "Park" Antique Show & Sale

 This show features 35 professional dealers. One ($4) admission charge is good for both days and children under 16 are free. Sat 9AM-5PM, Sun 10AM-4PM. Marathon Park, 1201 Stewart Ave. For more information call (715) 355-5144.

NOVEMBER  13-14





WEST ALLIS

Trainfest – West Allis 






    

America’s largest operating model railroad show, will be held at the Wisconsin Exposition Center at State Fair Park. More than 50 detailed, operating model railroad displays and scenic reproductions will be featured. In addition, 40 manufacturers and 10 railroad historic societies and museums will be represented in over 200,000 square feet of display area.  262-820-3566; www.trainfest.com
NOVEMBER 14



WALES

Municipal Chili Cook-Off 

Judging by the public - vote for your community, clerk or elected official. Chili entries from 6 local communities and 5 different chili categories: Mild, Hot, Vegetarian, Wild Game or White (chicken, turkey, etc). Beverages and desserts will be available for purchase along with a number of craft items. Admission is 2 nonperishable food items or a cash donation and will allow the person to taste all entries. Kettle Moraine High School, 349 N Oak Crest Dr. Event starts at 2:00PM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (262) 968-3968

NOVEMBER 18




MADISON

Wright Lecture Series

 "10-20-20 Problem Solving - PechaKucha". Discover how professionals wrestle with design dilemmas, learn from failures and ultimately, make our world more functional, beautiful and inspiring. The concept is simple: Each of 10 presenters shows 20 images for 20 seconds apiece to express his or her problem-solving. The lecture is sponsored by Southwest Chapter AIA WI, Monona Terrace, and Frank Lloyd Wright WI. Monona Terrace. Event starts at 7:00PM.

NOVEMBER
19-21





MADISON

Holiday Art Fair 

More than 90 distinguished artists exhibiting ceramics, fiber art, glass, jewelry, paintings, prints, photographs, and more. The festive event will also feature live entertainment throughout the weekend, holiday refreshments, and the popular Gourmet Gallery filled with artisan cheeses, chocolates, and treats for every taste. 608-257-0158; www.mmoca.org
NOVEMBER
19-21





WEST ALLIS

Holiday Folk Fair International 

The oldest, largest, indoor, multiethnic festival in the country. The fair celebrates the traditions of everyday life from more than 50 ethnic communities. Thousands of volunteers proudly bring to life their memories and the legacy of their ancestors through food, exhibits, demonstrations, attire, dance and entertainment.  414-225-6225; www.folkfair.org
NOVEMBER 20  





PRAIRIE DU SAC

Wollersheim Winery  Ruby Nouveau Tasting 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm Taste the first release of the new vintage, Wollersheim Ruby Nouveau 2010 wine and other Wollersheim wines paired with an array of specialty Wisconsin cheeses. Wollersheim Ruby Nouveau is an estate-grown dry red with enticing fruity flavors and a zesty finish. It is the perfect holiday wine as it is meant to be enjoyed young and pairs well with holiday foods. (Self-guided tours; No admission fee. Open to the public.) www.wollersheim.com  1-800-847-9463

NOVEMBER 20-21





MADISON

50th Anniversary Gem and Mineral Show

 50th Anniversary Show. Exhibition Hall, Alliant Energy Center. 10AM til 5PM. See the possibly world's largest bolo tie specially crafted from red granite for the show. Flintknapping and rock carving demonstrations, fluorescent mineral display, panning for gold and sapphires, members' mineral and fossil collections on display; bargain grab bags (some will have gold), club-sponsored sale and vendor's sales of mineral, fossil, and gem specimens. Call for admission info. Children 12 and under Free. Alliant Energy Center. For more information call (608) 251-2601.

NOVEMBER 20-21





MONONA

30th Annual Holiday House Bazaar

 30th annual. Non-booth, open setting show. Many types of crafts and huge bake sale in three rooms. Charity event with 10% of sales donated to a local charity. Admission free. Monona Community Center, 1011 Nichols Road. Event starts at 9:00AM and ends at 3:00PM. For more information call (608) 223-0347 After 6PM.

NOVEMBER 20







PORTAGE

Meet the Beetles 

Meet The Beetles -Chicago's finest musicians paying tribute to the greatest band in history. These lads have come from every point on the rock n' roll compass to create a "Beatles Concert Experience", complete with the look, accent, proper instruments, and onstage banter. Call for ticket info. Portage Center for the Arts, 301 E. Cook Street. Event starts at 7:30PM. call (608) 742-5655.

NOVEMBER 20





WEST BEND

Juried Holiday Marketplace

This annual show will spark your senses and renew your holiday spirit. Shop the wares of over 130 exhibitors. Beautiful items for everyone on your holiday list. Juried. Admission charged. Washington County Fair Park, 3000 Hwy PV. Event starts at 9:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. call (262) 334-2402.

NOVEMBER 20





MILWAUKEE

Celtic Boutique

The 10th Annual event - over 25 artisans, crafters and Irish Retail shops will grace the historic Irish Fest Center. Enjoy tasty scones, potato soup, and other food items at the Cafe Celtique. 9AM-3:30PM. 1532 Wauwatosa Ave. For more information call (414) 476-3378.

NOVEMBER 20 – JAN 13




WAUSAU

I Want Candy: The Sweet Stuff in American Art 

Fifty works from 40 contemporary artists exploring our nation's love affair with sweets. Woodson Art Museum, 700 N 12th St. Free Admission For more information call (715) 845-7010.

NOVEMBER
21




STEVENS POINT

Tinsel Trail Arts & Crafts Show 

More than 130 high quality exhibitors featuring all hand-crafted items, bake sale, food and refreshments.  Sponsored by the Stevens Point Jr. Women's Club.   715-344-3572 

NOVEMBER
23





APPLETON

Downtown Appleton Christmas Parade 

The annual staging of Wisconsin's largest night time Christmas parade with more than 100 floats, bands and marching units. Costume judging at 5:30 p.m. and Santa Scamper 1-mile run at 6 p.m.

920-954-9112; www.appletondowntown.org
NOVEMBER
26-28




WEST ALLIS

Holiday Art, Craft & Gift Expo 

The Midwest’s largest indoor gift show – just in time for the holidays. Craft demonstrations, gourmet food stage, live music and wine tasting.   262-506-4114; www.craftfairwisconsin.com
NOVEMBER 26 – DECEMBER 5


GREEN BAY

The Polar Express Christmas Tale 

The classic Christmas tale comes alive in a dramatic reading and train ride. Gather the entire family together and enjoy this perfect beginning to the holiday season. Be sure to have your Christmas wish list ready as the Polar Express is headed to Santa's headquarters at the North Pole. Make your reservations early as this event has sold our four years running. Tickets available in late July 2010. National Railroad Museum 2285 S. Broadway. For more information call (920) 437-7623.

NOVEMBER 27  





PRAIRIE DU SAC

Vintage Christmas at Wollersheim Winery

10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Experience old world charm as you prepare for Christmas. Taste Wollersheim wines paired with festive foods, find unique gifts, and gain holiday entertaining tips, plus Christmas carolers will be on hand to set the mood. The winery is a picturesque place to take your family Christmas card photo, so be sure to bring your camera. (No admission fee. Open to the public.) 

www.wollersheim.com  1-800-847-9463

NOVEMBER 27






ELROY

Elroy Holiday Craft Fair and Quilt Show

 Featuring handmade arts and crafts suitable for holiday decorating and gift giving. This fourth annual quilt show is judged by the viewers (ribbon awards). It includes quilt shop vendors. Free Admission.  Royall Schools Complex, Academy Street. For more information call (608) 462-8401.

DECEMBER

DECEMBER   1






MADISON
Tunes at Monona Terrace

 Listen the Clyde Stubblefield Band (Funk, R&B) music. Enjoy an evening of dancing and great music..all at no charge. Themed menu specials, snacks, beer cocktails and soft drinks for purchase beginning at 5PM. Monona Terrace. Event starts at 5:30PM and ends at 7:00PM. For more information call (608) 261-4000. 

DECEMBER 3-5 






CEDARBURG

Christmas In The Country

Held in the Cedarcreek Winery located within the historic 1856 Woolen Mill Settlement building. A nationally recognized folk and fine art show that features original works by 70 of the finest artists and craftsmen from around the country. Fri 10AM - 9PM, Sat 10AM - 5PM, Sun 11AM - 4PM. Admission charged. N70W6340 Bridge Road. For more information call (414) 352-5655.

DECEMBER 3-5






STOUGHTON

Victorian Holiday Weekend

The weekend spectacle features music, a tree lighting ceremony, visits with Santa, arts, crafts and bake sales, as well as caroling, period-appropriate costumes, and carriage rides. Admission free. Downtown. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 5:00PM. For more information call (608) 873-7912.

DECEMBER 3-12




ELKHART LAKE

Old World Christmas Market

 Annual holiday event featuring international and regional artisans displaying specialty products and delicious European delicacies - all within a grand heated tent adorned in twinkling lights and fragrant evergreens. Admission charged. 101 Osthoff Avenue. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 5:00PM. For more information call (920) 876-5845.

DECEMBER  4-5





NORSKEDALEN

Norskedalen Old-Fashioned Christmas

Take a holiday hiatus at our old fashioned Christmas celebration complete with horse-drawn wagon rides, seasonal foods, entertainment, demonstrations and more! 3 mi north on Cty Road PI. For more information call (608) 452-3424.

DECEMBER 5




SHOREWOOD

31st Annual Shorewood Arts & Crafts Fair

Featuring work by 80+ juried artists from the Midwest: fine crafts for the home, wearables, jewelry and one-of-a-kinds! Silent auction and raffle baskets too. Admission charged. Shorewood High School, 1701 E. Capitol Drive. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (414) 963-6920.

DECEMBER 5





GREEN BAY

The Polar Express Christmas Tale 

The classic Christmas tale comes alive in a dramatic reading and train ride. Gather the entire family together and enjoy this perfect beginning to the holiday season. Be sure to have your Christmas wish list ready as the Polar Express is headed to Santa's headquarters at the North Pole. Make your reservations early as this event has sold our four years running. Tickets available in late July 2010. National Railroad Museum 2285 S. Broadway. For more information call (920) 437-7623.

DECEMBER 9



WISCONSIN DELLS

Dells Holiday Train for Hunger

The majestic holiday train of the Canadian Pacific Railway will make be making its fifth stop in Wisconsin Dells to raise food, money, and awareness for our local community food pantry. The train will arrive at approximately 2:45PM. Festivities begin at 2PM and will feature a live performance from Melanie Doane, with select performances by Kelly Prescott. Other activities will include Santa, more live music and raffle. Food and beverages will be available. If you have any questions please call the Dells/Delton Food Pantry at (608) 254-8353. Amtrak Station, 100 LaCrosse Street, Intersection of Superior and La Crosse Streets.

DECEMBER 3 - 4 




MINERAL POINT

A Christmas Carol  and Shopping and Dinner? 

The actor Coleman brings his acclaimed one-man interpretation of Charles Dickens’ Classic

to the Mineral Point Opera House, playing all 26 characters. Come Saturday for Candlelight Shopping and Gallery Night. The play travels to San Francisco Dec. 10 & 11, 2010. Show at 8:00PM

Mineral Point Opera House, 139 High Street, Mineral Point - $15 advance or $20 day of show.  Special dinner at Café Four with show $35.00  More Information: http://www.alleystage.com  or 1-800-838-3006

DECEMBER 4-31





MADISON

Olbrich Gardens Flower and Model Train Show

Twinkling lights, festive poinsettias, tiny landscapes, and large-scale model trains.  Olbrich's horticulture staff will showcase miniature landscapes among hundreds of colorful poinsettias. Members of the Wisconsin Garden Railway Society come from all over the state to show off their large-scale model trains.  Olbrich Garden’s – 3330Atwood Ave., Madison    $3.00 adults and $2 for those 2-12. Under age 2 are free. (608) 246-4550    www.olbrich.org 
DECEMBER 8,9,11,14,15,16 &18


MADISON

Governor’s Executive Residence Holiday Tours

Don’t miss your final chance to pay a visit to the Gov.Doyle  Executive Residence festively decorated for the holidays! Groups of 20 or more are required to make a reservation. Please call 608-246-5501 or email vicki.heymann@wi.gov.   Noon to 2:00 PM each day -  99 Cambridge Rd., Madison (Maple Bluff)  Free - Visitors are invited to bring a new or nearly new children’s book to donate to First Lady Jessica Doyle’s children’s reading program.  (608) 246-5501  http://jessicadoyle.wi.gov/category.asp?linkcatid=890&linkid=440&locid=71
DECEMBER 10-11



BARABOO

The Very Merry Holiday Fair

 Artisans, Authors and Purveyors of Good Things to Eat. A new idea for Holiday shopping in one historic hall. Art/Craft/Books/Food all made by artisans in the fair. Free on Saturday. One of many events in Baraboo this weekend. 323 Water Street, Baraboo Arts Building. For more information call (608) 356-9048.

DECEMBER 18





HUBERTUS

Holiday Cookie House Fundraiser Event

Take a break from the Holiday rush and enjoy a fun, relaxing day at Camp Minikani decorating cookies and gingerbread houses with your family. We supply all the decorating materials and freshly baked cookies. You supply the creativity and leave the mess to us! Reservations are recommended. $20 Gingerbread House, $15 Cookie Tree, $6 for dozen cookies, Lunch available for purchase. All proceeds benefit the Strong Kids Campaign, supporting our promise to let every child experience the life-changing power of camp. 875 Amy Belle Road. Event starts at 9:30AM and ends at 2:30PM. For more information call (262) 251-9080.

DECEMBER 18





 STOUGHTON

The Riders in the Sky- 

“Christmas the Cowboy Way” Concert

“America’s Favorite Cowboys” present their Grammy-winning Western harmonies tailored for Christmas. The quartet's been reviving classic cowboy songs for three decades, thrilling audiences with good humor and great music. The “Riders” have appeared on Grand Ol' Opry, National Public Radio and  XM Satellite Radio.  Giddy-up Rudolph!  -  7:30 PM   The Stoughton Opera House, 381 E. Main St., Stoughton    $35.00 
(608) 877-4400    www.stoughtonoperahouse.com
FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: (updated 8-25-10)

WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com/maps_guides.aspx

Wisconsin 2010 “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 

Wisconsin 2010 Winter Events Guide 

OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)

Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com

Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC

Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 

Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619

Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934

Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158

West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
