AUTUMN & A BIT MORE! 2010

by Gary Knowles  UPDATED 8-26-10

Gary Knowles is Travel Editor of (Dane County) LIFESTYLES Magazine, consultant to travel businesses,

and author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours

Remember: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com
OCTOBER

OCTOBER 3 (OCT 15 Lecture) – TO DEC 5  
MADISON

Andy Warhol Photographic Studies

Andy Warhol was a relentless photographer who produced tens of thousands of photographs, many never made public. In 2007, the Chazen Art Center was one of 183 college and university art museums to receive a selection of these Polaroids and prints from The Andy Warhol Foundation.

Lecture & Reception Oct 15, 5:30PM –with a Photo Booth! The Chazen 800 University Avenue, Madison-  Free Admission - (608) 263-2246    www.chazen.wisc.edu
OCTOBER Through the 17th




MADISON Quilts in Bloom – Olbrich Gardens

Dozens of locally-crafted art quilts are on display in the Olbrich Gardens Atrium. Creative displays of fall foliage and flowers are color-coordinated with unique hand-crafted quilts. Olbrich Gardens, 3330 Atwood Avenue, Madison, WI -  $2.00 donation suggested www.olbrich.org  or call 608-246-4550

OCTOBER to NOVEMBER 14




MADISON

Focus Madison: Works from the Permanent Collection

Focus/Madison examines works in the collection of the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art that feature the city itself. Photographs, prints, and paintings by twelve artists are included in the exhibition and demonstrate a striking range of perspectives. Twenty-six Polaroids taken during the 1970s by Madison photographer Gary Knowles, show the city at night and during the day. John Steuart Curry’s Progressive Party Rally imagines the events organized by the leftist political party of the early twentieth century. Other artists include Gibson Byrd, Dennis Church, Warrington Colescott, Gregory Conniff, Douglas Edmunds, Marshall Glasier, Terry Husebye, Allan Janus, Dana Van Horn, and Paul Vanderbilt.  www.MMoCA.org 608.257.0158
 

OCTOBER 8 to FEBRUARY



MADISON

Bodies – The Exhibition 

The Exhibition is an up-close look at the incredible complexity of the human body. Whole human body specimens are dissected and preserved in vivid athletic poses, allowing the visitor to relate to everyday activities. The Exhibition is designed to enlighten, empower, fascinate and inspire.  

Hilldale Shopping Center, 702 N. Midvale Blvd., Madison - $14/ age 4-12, $18 Senior, $22 Adult – group rates: 1-800-840-1157 or www.ticketsforgroups.com or www.bodiesmadison.com  or 1-866-312-3931

OCTOBER 8-10, 15-17, 22-24   NORTH FREEDOM

Ride the Fall Color Train

Enjoy a 50-minute train ride through the brilliant hues of autumn in the scenic Baraboo Hills. Diesel engine and comfortable, restored vintage cars. Fri departures 11:30am, 1 & 2:30pm; Sat/Sun departures 10:00, 11:30, 11:40, 1:00, 1:10, 2:30, 2:40 & 4:00.Dinner trains on Fri & Sat at 6:30pm. Reservations required. www.MidContinent.org 800-930-1385

OCTOBER 8-10


WAUSAU

Wausau Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show and Sale 

The 4th annual Wausau Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show and Sale -held at the East Gate Hall in Marathon Park. October 8 from 12PM-5PM, October 9 from 9AM-5PM, Sunday, October 10 from 10AM-4PM. This year the show will feature amazing gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry, lapidary supplies, and more from around the world.  Experts will be on-site to answer any of your questions. Event is free.  Free Parking. For more information,  For more information call (715) 212-7080.

OCTOBER 9     






THREE LAKES

Pumpkin Fest 

Over 100 crafters inside. Farmer's market outside, homemade soups, sandwiches, desserts, caramel apples, and Sally's freshly baked homemade cinnamon rolls. Admission free. Three Lakes High School. Event starts at 9:30AM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (715) 546-2042

OCTOBER 9    





WISCONSIN DELLS

Dells Chili Cook-Off

 Who makes the best chili in the Dells area? Chili Cookoff will take place in downtown Wisconsin Dells. Opening to the public at 10:30AM. Featuring a Texas Hold'em Tournament, live entertainment, Pony Rides, Stage Coach Rides, Bull Ride, vendors and of course Chili! Participants will be asked to prepare at least 3 gallons of chili at the festival grounds to serve both the public and the judges. Chili tasting open to public between 12:00-2:30PM. Awards presentation at 3:00PM. Chili's will be awarded by: People's Choice, Judge's Choice and Hottest Chili. Free admission to the public. Elm Street between Broadway and Washington, Downtown Wisconsin Dells.   (608) 254-2993.

OCTOBER 9







BARABOO

23rd Annual Faire on the Square 

Easy drive-up access; well organized; friendly staff; food court, farm market, community booths, kid's activities, and live music enhance event. Admission free. Downtown Business District on the Streets. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. (608) 356-7995.

OCTOBER 9-10, 16-17 




KOHLER

Kohler Harvest Days

The Village of Kohler is your destination for unique activities including a hay fort, corn maze, petting zoo, wagon rides and a Giant Pumpkin Contest. Also harvest themed demonstration kitchen presentations and jack-o-lantern lit village walks. 800-334-2838; http://www.destinationkohler.com
OCTOBER 9-10  







EAGLE

Old World Wisconsin Autumn on the Farm

Take part in the historic rituals of autumn just as our rural ancestors did in preparing for the arrival of winter long ago. On the farmsteads of Old World Wisconsin, see a steam-powered sawmill cut through logs and pioneer harvesting demonstrations using teams of oxen and draft horses powering antique farm machinery. Stroll through farmhouses and village homes, enjoy an occasional food sample, and shop for some period goods in the crossroads village's Thomas General Store.

www.OldWorldWisconsin.org  262-594-6300

OCTOBER 9-10






LAKE GENEVA

Annual Oktoberfest Celebration 

A celebration for the entire family, Lake Geneva’s annual fall festival features a bushel of children’s activities including music, magic, pony rides and the Great Pumpkin Giveaway.  You’ll also find food and craft booths, a farmers market, restaurant and shopping specials, carriage rides and a street dance.  800-345-1020; www.lakegenevawi.com
OCTOBER 9-10  


EGG HARBOR/DOOR COUNTY

Pumpkin Patch Festival 

Family fun, children’s activities, outdoor entertainment, food and refreshments, and

silent auction on Saturday. Harbor View Park. 

920-868-3717; www.eggharbor-wi.com
OCTOBER 9-10 






WEST SALEM

Hmong New Year Celebration 

One of the largest Hmong populations in the state celebrates with Hmong traditional ball tossing, cultural performances, food and clothes booths, and sports tournaments. Veterans Memorial Park.

608-781-5744; http://lacrossehmaa.org/HMAA/newYearInfo.aspx
OCTOBER 9-10


NORSKEDALEN/COON VALLEY

Norskedalen’s Civil War Heritage Weekend 

Norskedalen and Company B, 2nd Wisconsin Civil War Re-enactors present living history with daily drills, battles and demonstrations. Wander the grounds visiting troops in complete costume and character. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

608-452-3424; www.Norskedalen.org
OCTOBER 10






WINONA, MN

SMACZNE JABŁKA (Apple Day) 

12:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. at the Polish Museum 102 Liberty St., Winona, MN 

Apple Day is on Sunday, October 10th. This year there will be a farmer's market, vendors selling arts and crafts, Polish food, entertainment, activites for the kids and plenty of wonderful items on the silent action. There will also be demonstrations on oven bread baking and apple squeezing. http://www.polishmuseumwinona.org/   www.visitwiniona.com  800-657-4972

OCTOBER 13






Prairie du Sac

Ice Wine Release Day – Wollersheim Winery

Starts at 3:00 p.m. Enjoy a taste of this “Nectar of the Vines” along with two other Wollersheim dessert wines, plus take a complimentary Ice Wine tour with wagon visit to the vineyard where the Ice Wine grapes hang until they freeze hard as marbles. ...A cheesecake plate and all Wollersheim wines by the glass will be available to purchase. Live harp music will enhance this tasting experience. The Winery Store will be open extended hours until 7:00 pm. (No admission fee. Open to the public.) www.wollersheim.com  1-800-847-9463

OCTOBER 15-16





MINERAL POINT

Faux Poe – at the Mineral Point Opera House

Nothing else like it in Wisconsin! If Edgar Allen Poe were alive today  - this just might be what he’d be producing! Eight short tales of the macabre and fanciful brought to the state by Director Doug Mackie. Doppleganger, Grief, Ritual, Private Jones, Ships Passing, Bugs, The Mifflin Meteor, Doppleganger Redux.  An Alley Stage Production. www.AlleyStage.com Tickets $15 advance $20 day of show 

Ticket hotline: 1-800-838-3006  or at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/producer/3723 

OCTOBER  15-16





MILWAUKEE

Gallery Night…And Day

Galleries to discover, museums to explore, and shops to browse. Gallery Night and Day is the premier art event in Milwaukee for both discerning connoisseurs and beginning admirers. Spanning Friday evening and Saturday during the day, the quarterly event regularly showcases art at more than 50 galleries and businesses throughout the downtown area. Admission is free to all participating venues during event hours. 414-273-1173; http://www.historicthirdward.org   

OCTOBER 15-17
BARABOO/SPRING GREEN/DODGEVILLE/MINERAL POINT

Southwest Wisconsin Fall Art Tour

Take a scenic drive through the country and get a rare look into the world of some of southwestern Wisconsin’s finest artisans as they open their doors for the Fall Art Tour.  Many of the studios are only open during the three-day event, providing a unique opportunity to meet the artists and purchase their work.  Artisans include potters, sculptors, painters, weavers, jewelers, photographers, woodworkers and more.  608-356-7805; http://www.fallarttour.com  

OCTOBER 16-17






EAST TROY

Electric Railroad Fall Color Spectacular

Ride the trolley through the area's fall color on your way to or returning from the Elegant Farmer where you can pick apples and pumpkins. A terrific fall family outing. Departing East Troy Depot 11am-3:30pm; Departing The Elegant Farmer 10:55am-3:25pm. www.easttroyrr.org 262-642-3263

OCTOBER 16-17 




WISCONSIN DELLS

Autumn Harvest Fest 

The Annual Autumn Harvest Fest in Wisconsin Dells will include scarecrow stuffing, pumpkin decorating, an arts & crafts marketplace, farmer's market, hay and pony rides, live entertainment, Wisconsin Dells On Tap microbrew tasting and more. 

800-223-3557; http://www.wisdells.com/ahf 

OCTO BER 16-17






GREEN BAY

The Great Pumpkin Train 

Halloween fun for the family. There is a train ride to and from the Museum's pumpkin patch, where you choose that perfect pumpkin. Also a spectacular coloring contest presented by 7-Up products and activities for children of all ages. National Railroad Museum,2285 S. Broadway. (920) 437-7623.

OCTOBER 21-24







KOHLER  

Kohler Food & Wine Experience
Enjoy exciting fare from award-winning local and international chefs, soak up culinary knowledge from the food and wine specialists, get cookbooks signed by celebrity authors. Many events are complimentary. PH:1-800-344-2838

http://www.destinationkohler.com/village/shops_woodlake/food_wine_experience.html 

OCTOBER 30






LAKE GENEVA

Beer and Spirits – Lake Geneva 


The first annual beer and spirits event, “Beer and Spirits: Brews, Bites, and So Much Fun… It’s Scary” will be held on Saturday, Oct. 30 from 1 to 5 p.m.  At the Lodge at Geneva Ridge –it’s open to the public.  Admission is $40 and includes tastings of beer from 20-25 Midwest craft breweries, specialty liquors, and foods. Live music will round out a highly attended Halloween-time event.

262-245-1000 ext 111; www.lakegenevabeerandspirits.com
OCTOBER 30  






BARABOO

All Hallows Eve Grand Masquerade Ball

Circus World invites you to an evening of mystery, elegance and dancing. Entertainment includes: Spooktacular music, fabulous hors d'oeuvres and deserts, Silent Auction, Costume Ball, and Grand March at 9PM. Attire: Formal or Costume(masks will be available at the door, quantities limited. Please no full face masks). Prizes for best costume. Must be at least 18 years old. Entrance for the Ball will be through the North door(5th Avenue). Ticket info - event limited to 200 people! Proceeds benefit Circus World. Al, Ringling Mansion Ball Room. 7:00PM. PH: (866) 693-1500. 

OCTOBER 30





MANITOWOC

Symphony Orchestra - Halloween Spooktacular

Halloween concert combines the most spine-tingling and macabre moments of the classical repertoire with the finest in fright from Broadway and the movies! Music from Moussorgsky, Gounod, Bach plus other scary selections from Phantom of the Opera, Wicked and Harry Potter. A live concert preview begins at 6:15 in the Kadow Room. Reception following the concert. Costumes encouraged but not required. Treats for all! Capitol Civic Centre, 913 S. 8th Street.  (920) 683-2184.

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER 5-7






MADISON

Wisconsin Original Cheese Festival 

Artisan cheese lovers everywhere will enjoy this event. Participants will have the opportunity to meet dozens of Wisconsin cheesemakers, sample a variety of farmstead, artisan and specialty cheeses, take a personalized tour of the Dane County Farmer’s Market with a special cheese tasting at Frogmagination, tour two Green County cheese plants along with a fondue lunch at Roth Kase USA, or take in an educational seminar. The event ends at one of several participating Madison restaurants where each chef will partner with a unique Wisconsin cheesemaker and host a dinner.

608-358-7837; http://www.wicheesefest.com/events.php
NOVEMBER 6-7 



MADISON

All Guild/Invitational Fall  Art & Fine Craft Show

Just in time for holiday shopping! Art and crafts on display and for sale

by some of the best artists in the area.  Sat., 10a.m.to 9 p.m. and Sun., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.   

Hilldale Mall – Midvale Blvd. at University Ave  Free admission  608-271-7472   E mail:  peter@h2ocolorart.com 

NOVEMBER  13-14
q



WEST ALLIS

Trainfest – West Allis 






    

America’s largest operating model railroad show, will be held at the Wisconsin Exposition Center at State Fair Park. More than 50 detailed, operating model railroad displays and scenic reproductions will be featured. In addition, 40 manufacturers and 10 railroad historic societies and museums will be represented in over 200,000 square feet of display area.  262-820-3566; www.trainfest.com
NOVEMBER 10






MADISON

The Radio City Rockettes Holiday Show

New York’s spectacular Rockettes come to Madison to kick-off their 2010 Christmas Special with two high kicking shows. Since 1933 these dancers have entertained some 69 million people in more than 60 cities. Shows at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. -  Alliant Energy Center -  $51.50 to $101.00
More Information: 1-800-745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.com or The Coliseum Box Office

NOVEMBER 12






KOHLER

In Celebration of Chocolate

Savor gourmet desserts, cakes, tortes, pastries, candies and specialty items at Kohler’s

annual feast for chocolate lovers.  The American Club Grand Hall of the Great Lakes Reception: 6:30 p.m.– Celebration 7-9 p.m.   $75 - Special room packages start $209 pp with admission  to Celebration  1-800-344-2838 www.destinationkohler.com   

NOVEMBER
19-21





MADISON

Holiday Art Fair 

More than 90 distinguished artists exhibiting ceramics, fiber art, glass, jewelry, paintings, prints, photographs, and more. The festive event will also feature live entertainment throughout the weekend, holiday refreshments, and the popular Gourmet Gallery filled with artisan cheeses, chocolates, and treats for every taste. 608-257-0158; www.mmoca.org
NOVEMBER
19-21





WEST ALLIS

Holiday Folk Fair International 

The oldest, largest, indoor, multiethnic festival in the country. The fair celebrates the traditions of everyday life from more than 50 ethnic communities. Thousands of volunteers proudly bring to life their memories and the legacy of their ancestors through food, exhibits, demonstrations, attire, dance and entertainment.  414-225-6225; www.folkfair.org
NOVEMBER 20  





PRAIRIE DU SAC

Wollersheim Winery  Ruby Nouveau Tasting 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm Taste the first release of the new vintage, Wollersheim Ruby Nouveau 2010 wine and other Wollersheim wines paired with an array of specialty Wisconsin cheeses. Wollersheim Ruby Nouveau is an estate-grown dry red with enticing fruity flavors and a zesty finish. It is the perfect holiday wine as it is meant to be enjoyed young and pairs well with holiday foods. (No admission fee. Open to the public.) www.wollersheim.com  1-800-847-9463

NOVEMBER
21




STEVENS POINT

Tinsel Trail Arts & Crafts Show 

More than 130 high quality exhibitors featuring all hand-crafted items, bake sale, food and refreshments.  Sponsored by the Stevens Point Jr. Women's Club.   715-344-3572 

NOVEMBER
23





APPLETON

Downtown Appleton Christmas Parade 

The annual staging of Wisconsin's largest night time Christmas parade with more than 100 floats, bands and marching units. Costume judging at 5:30 p.m. and Santa Scamper 1-mile run at 6 p.m.

920-954-9112; www.appletondowntown.org
NOVEMBER
26-28




WEST ALLIS

Holiday Art, Craft & Gift Expo 

The Midwest’s largest indoor gift show – just in time for the holidays. Craft demonstrations, gourmet food stage, live music and wine tasting.   262-506-4114; www.craftfairwisconsin.com
NOVEMBER 27  





PRAIRIE DU SAC

Vintage Christmas at Wollersheim Winery

10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Experience old world charm as you prepare for Christmas. Taste Wollersheim wines paired with festive foods, find unique gifts, and gain holiday entertaining tips, plus Christmas carolers will be on hand to set the mood. The winery is a picturesque place to take your family Christmas card photo, so be sure to bring your camera. (No admission fee. Open to the public.) 

www.wollersheim.com  1-800-847-9463

FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: (updated8-25-10)

WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com/maps_guides.aspx

Wisconsin 2010 “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 

Wisconsin 2010 Spring/Summer Events Guide 

OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)

Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com

Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC

Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 

Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619

Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934

Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158

West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
