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WISCONSIN WINTER WONDERLAND
A Sampling of Events & Activities  Dec 09- Early March 2010
by Gary Knowles
FREE SNOWSHOE USE –  NORTHERN GREAT LAKES VISITOR CENTER-ASHLAND

NOW – through Snow Melt

Snowshoes are free to use at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center.  

They are open every day 9-5pm and you can snowshoe on their property  715-685-9983

http://www.northerngreatlakescenter.org/ 
Door County Trolley's Winter Wonderland Tour – leaves from Sturgeon Bay hotels and B&Bs
December 2009 through the end of March, 2010 – Every Saturday
Hop aboard the heated Door County Trolley as it chauffeurs guests to two of the peninsula’s award winning wineries, followed by a cozy sleigh ride through the Door’s most wintery landscape at Orchard Country Winery & Market near Fish Creek. Top it all off with a fireside lunch at the romantic White Gull Inn. Departs from Sturgeon Bay hotels and B&Bs between 9:30-10 AM and the Carlsville Market at 10 AM. Duration: 5 hours. Cost: $55 per person. 
Limited seating. Call 920-868-1100 for reservations.

NOW THROUGH MID January? mid February?     Take a ride on the Ice Crushing Ferry!

Madeline Island Ferry – Bayfield to La Pointe – Runs until it can’t crush ice

Washington Island Ferry – runs most of the year if possible – even crushing ice!

SLEIGH RIDES

Door County Sleigh Rides  FISH CREEK – Door County

December through March (snow permitting) on 
Fridays and Saturdays from 11 AM to 4 PM and 
Sundays from 11 AM to 2 PM. Monday-Thursday by appointment.
Enjoy an old fashion winter sleigh ride through the scenic Door County countryside including cherry and apple orchards and a hardwood forest. Rides take place at Orchard Country Winery & Market, located on Hwy 42 just south of in Fish Creek. Approximate length is 1/2 hour. Rides take place Information 920-421-1152.  They have a small sleigh for groups up to 4 people and a larger sleigh that can accommodate up to 20 people. (Door County just released an Explore The Door video about these sleigh rides on DoorCounty.com)
Cabin Ridge Rides - CADOTT

427 220th Street   Cadott, WI 54727     P:  715.723.9537 or 715.723.0960 www.cabinridgerides.com
Wagon and sleigh rides.  In addition to wagon and sleigh rides groups of 16 or more can enjoy bonfires, picnics and meals in the woods. Two pavilions allow groups to sit around the bonfire to toast marshmallows and sip hot chocolate. If the groups prefers they can roast hot dogs and munch on potato chips along with the marshmallows and hot chocolate.

Lost Creek Ranch – CAMERON 

2274 16th Avenue    Cameron, WI 54822   P: 715.458.2675   www.lostcreekranchwisconsin.com
Hay & sleigh rides.  What could be more fun or enjoyable than a horse-drawn hay or sleigh ride?!?  Bring your friends, family or even business associates and come enjoy hours of fun traveling through beautiful trails in Cameron, Wisconsin.  Experience the woods, enjoy the scenery and then come back to a bonfire that is warm and welcoming!  Birthday parties, anniversaries, business getaways or any other occasion!  Please feel free to contact us for more details!

DEC 12 – SAT  SANTA’S WORKSHOP PHOTOS – Mineral Point

ShakeRag Alley 10-Noon and 1pm – 2pm

CHRISTMAS CRAFT & GINGERBREAD HOUSE WORKSHOP 10-3PM

DEC 12-13  EAST TROY ELECTRIC RAILROAD – Christmas Trolly – Muckwanago

11AM – 3PM            The ride is a 10-mile round trip, in heated trolleys departing from and returning to The Elegant Farmer Depot only. Enjoy story reading and special guests are expected.         www.easttroyrr.org
DEC 13      Arboretum Family Walk – WINTER BIRDING FOR KIDS - MADISON
Times: 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.  UW Madison Arboretum Visitor Center
Admission:  Free – Children can learn about birds - they are easier to spot among winter's bare branches. Join the naturalist for a short walk to find our feathered friends.  www.uwarboretum.org
DEC 18  NITE HIKE/WINTER SOLSTICE - ALDO LEOPOLD NATURE CENTER – MONONA  

6:30 - 8:00 pm  Aldo Leopold Nature Center Monona Campus Admission:  ALNC members: $6/person or $20/family; Non-members: $7/person or $25/family --Celebrate the longest night of the year at the Aldo Leopold Nature Center with a nighttime winter hike under the stars as we explore Solstice traditions through several cultures across time and space. We’ll feed our winter bird neighbors, gather around the campfire to burn a Yule log and more!   Phone:  (608) 221-4038 www.naturenet.com/alnc
DEC 31 – US BANK EVE – FAMILY CELEBRATIONS – Madison & Green Bay

Lots of family fun activities with proceeds going to local charities

http://www.usbank.com/cgi_w/cfm/about/community_relations/greenbay.cfm 
DEC 31 – NEW YEARS EVE SKI PARTY – CASCADE MOUNTAIN – PORTAGE, WI

9PM – MIDNIGHT  Fireworks at 10PM  
DEC 31 – DROPIN OF THE CARP – PRAIRIE DU CHIEN
Prairie du Chien’s “Droppin’ of the Carp” takes the cake.  At the stroke of midnight on Dec. 31, 2009, watch in awe as “Lucky #9,” a 29-pound frozen carp, takes center stage during a 100-foot drop to usher in the New Year.  Prior to the drop, “Lucky #9” is put on a throne where participants are encouraged to kiss the fish for good luck.  If that’s not enough, folks can take a whack at the Carp Piñata and celebrate the crowning of the Carp King and Queen.  Robert Moses, executive director of the Prairie du Chien Chamber of Commerce says.  “And now, the event has spawned ‘Carp Fest’ which includes a series of unique, fun-filled events throughout the city’s parks and facilities.”     

Jacksonport Polar Bear Swim – January 1, 2010  (Door County)

Join hundreds of ’Polar Bears’ for an icy-fun dip into Lake Michigan on New Year’s Day. The 24th annual swim will take place at 12 noon sharp at Lakeside Park along Hwy 57 in Jacksonport. Arrive early to get your spot on the beach before the countdown begins just before 12 pm. The event is free but all swimmers must register and sign a release form. Download the release form and get swim info ahead of time at www.doorbell.net/pbc. Info at 920-823-2231.  

JAN 2 FREEZIN FOR A REASON – MINOCQUA

The 2nd Annual Freezin For A Reason Chill Out to benefit the Children's Miracle Network. The plunge into Lake Minocqua is Sat. January 2nd at 3 pm in front of the Thirsty Whale, downtown Minocqua. Download your pledge/waiver form at www.wmqa.com or pick them up at the Thirsty Whale. A $35 minimum pledge is required to take the plunge. Check in time is 11:30 am at the Thirsty Whale. Help the Children's Miracle Network - Sponsored by Thirsty Whale, Woodruff Ace Hardware, Jelinski Plumbing and Heating, Ministry Health Care and WMQA. 
JAN 8 (Start – Goes into Feb)    Ridges Sanctuary Guided Snowshoe Hikes (Door County) 

Friday afternoons at 1 PM in January and February, 2010    (Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26)

Join Ridges Sanctuary Naturalist Karen Newbern to explore the frozen tundra of The Ridges Sanctuary, a 1600-acre wildflower preserve located near Baileys Harbor, on snowshoes! New sites each week. Some loaner snowshoes are available, call ahead to reserve: 920-839-2802.  Dress for the weather. If there’s no snow, they’ll hike anyway. $5/adult, no charge for children under 18.

JAN 8-17 THE 47th WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SNOWMOBILE DERBY – EAGLE RIVER

Eagle River, Wis., hosts the 47th annual event featuring 1,400-plus entries competing for oval and sno-cross championships in front of 30,000 spectators. The Derby is a spectacular show with some of the best racing in the world.  Eagle River isn’t called the “Snowmobile Capital of the World” for nothing. The first event was held on Dollar Lake in front of the Chanticleer Resort in 1964. It was started by innkeeper John Alward, his wife Betty, and their friend Walter Goldsworthy. www.derbytrack.com 
January 9-10  BUILD YOUR OWN SNOWSHOES - Fall Creek
Wise Nature Center at Beaver Creek Reserve – Hwy K – 
10:30 AM-3:30PM _Price: $150 Members, $170 Non-Member

Make your own snowshoes in this two-day workshop and be able to say with pride “I made these myself!” 

Choose from three styles of snowshoes. 715.877.2212       http://www.beavercreekreserve.org/
JAN 9 – SLEIGH & CUTTER PARADE – Horse drawn sleighs – Free

NORTHERN GREAT LAKES VISITOR CENTER-ASHLAND

11:00 a.m. Hook up & 1:00 p.m. Parade
Experience the thrill of horses and sleighs in the Northwoods Harness Club Sleigh and Cutter Rally. Hook up at 11 a.m. with narrated parade at 1 p.m. Public invited, free event. http://www.northerngreatlakescenter.org/ 
JAN 15 -16 Sauk Prairie's 23rd Bald Eagle Watching Days – 
Downtown Sauk City & Prairie du Sac
An eagle themed day will include: Live Birds of Prey Show, Eagle Watching Tours, Humorist David Stokes, Children Activities, Exology of Wisconsin Eagles, Largest Mounted Bird Collection, Wollersheim Wine Tasting, Wildlife Photography and Conservation Exhibits. www.saukprairie.com
JAN 17 (start of season) ICE RACING – Stanley

STARTING January 17 -- 6th Annual Stanley Ice Races, Central Wisconsin Ice Race Association sanctioned. Held this year at Sonnentag Lake—one block west of McDonald’s. Gates open at 7 a.m. Races start at 11 a.m. Contact Persons: Tom Smith 715-644-2288 and Bill Chwala 715-644-2777.  www.cwira.com
Jan 21-24   WISCONSIN DELLS –FLAKEOUT FESTIVAL

Horse drawn rides, snow sculpting, dog weight pulling, snow tubing, live entertainment. http://www.flakeoutfestival.com/
JAN 22-24, ICE FISHING TOURNEY – 
North American Ice Fishing Circuit (NAIFC) Qualifying Tournament Pro-AM Lake Wissota – Near Chippewa Falls
Anglers - Pro's and Amateurs, test your skills in a fun day of competition. Get a partner, fish a qualifying event, and get started in competitive ice fishing. There is a Saturday pro-am session to help new competitors learn some of the techniques that the more seasoned pros are using.  Prizes www.chippewachamber.org/naifc or www.naifc.com
JAN 22-24  THE 25th ANNUAL Waukesha JanBoree 

Professionally-carved snow sculptures on display throughout downtown Waukesha, Wis.  -- a demonstration and class will be offered to the public by International Sculptor Don Berg.  www.janboree.org/events.html 

JAN 25-30 TASTE OF THE ALPS …a Winterfest Celebration - Kohler

 Monday - January 25- Saturday, January 30, 2010

Giant Snow Sculptures hand carved by internationally known artists during the week prior to January 30th   while artists are at work in 8 locations. The signature piece will be 10’x10’x10’ and will be located in ARTspace plaza.   Four additional snow sculptures will be located at Woodlake Market,  Kohler Gardener,  Baker plaza and Inn on Woodlake.   Additional events within the event include:   Ice Carving demo. by Dean Murray of The Wisconsin Room;  Dog Sled Demonstrations; SnoGa (Yoga outdoors); Eisstockschiessen (German curling); a Polar Bear Plunge on Wood Lake; Ice Skating exhibition by Sheboygan Lakers Figure Skating Club; Horse drawn carriage rides; Warm Kettle Cook-off; Chili Challenge at Woodlake Market; An interactive nature exhibit, and 15 minute mini indoor golf lessons by Kohler Golf Academy.  

Some events are weather-dependent.  Call 920-459-1713 for more information. Shops open year-round Monday-Friday 10-6pm, Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday noon-5pm   www.DestinationKohler.com
JAN 29 - SNOWSHOEING BY MOONLIGHT  – 10 Miles N. of Bloomer

Chippewa Moraine Ice Age Visitor Center        No trail charge

40 pairs of snowshoes available to use (donation requested) Call ahead to reserve.

PH: 715-967-2800 for details  http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/news/candlelight.htm
JAN 29-31 BADGER STATE WINTER GAMES – MADISON

Participate, cheer, and enjoy the Badger State Games as athletes from all over Wisconsin compete in various sports such as basketball, hockey, badminton, speed skating, Nordic skiing.  http://www.sportsinwisconsin.com/node/251
JAN 30 – WOLLERSHEIM WINERY PORT RELEASE CELEBRATION – Prairie du Sac

Open to the public. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm - 
A break from Wisconsin’s winter! Join us as we celebrate the release of Wollersheim Port 2008 and Tawny Port 2005. Take a behind the scenes look at the making of our Port. Sample the Port and other Wollersheim wines available for tasting and by the glass. Enjoy live jazz, light food and insights on Port from  winemaker. Philippe Coquard.
JAN 30-31  TIMBERWOLF ECOLOGY WORKSHOP – Fall Creek
Beaver Creek Reserve Nature Center at Beaver Creek Reserve – Hwy K – The Timber Wolf Information Network (TWIN) will hold a winter wolf ecology workshop at the Reserve. Come learn about wolf ecology, population biology, management issues and field study techniques, including a winter tracking field trip into wolf territory.  This two-day workshop starts Saturday, Jan. 30 running from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 31 from 8:30 a;.m.- noon. Fee includes instruction and materials.  Please bring your own Saturday lunch and beverage. (Lodging fee additional cost, please call the Reserve at 715-877-2212 for lodging information.) Fee: Friends $65 Nonmembers $70     09:00 AM to 04:30 PM

JAN 30 WINTERFEST ON BROADWAY – GREEN BAY

Green Bay’s Winterfest on Broadway, Jan. 30, 2010, welcomes internationally-renowned sculptors to the historic Broadway District.  At night, each masterpiece is lit and event-goers are encouraged to take a walking and hayride tour.  After looking at all of the magnificent snow sculptures, enjoy cookie decorating, Eskimo games, beer barrel racing, a celebrity dunk tank, and hot chili from the Chili Cook-Off.  www.onbroadway.org/ 

FEB 2-14 FISH CREEK WINTER FESTIVAL  (Door County) 

The event is highlighted by one of the funniest collections of winter "sports" found anywhere in the country.  Perhaps the main attraction is the Costumed Bed Racing Competition in which teams race down the street in their luxury sleepers.  Or, watch as toilet seats and bikes take to the air for the toilet seat throw and bike toss.  And few things bring more laughs than the hijinxs during the snowshoe dance contest. Children can get into the fun of the Winter Festival too, with the kid's obstacle course, treasure hunt, tube toss and more. Other events for the whole family include crazy golf, sleigh rides, the arctic basketball toss, raffles and the Sock Hop at the Parkway Supper Club. www.doorcountynavigator.com/html/cal_2009_february.html 
FEB 13-14        Sturgeon Bay Fire & Ice

Novice and professional ice carvers will turn massive blocks of snow and ice into works of art throughout the city of Sturgeon Bay. Dinner dance at Stone Harbor Resort on Saturday evening. Info at 920-743-6246 or www.sturgeonbay.net.

FEB 5-7 BADGER STATE WINTER GAMES 

Participate, cheer, and enjoy the Badger State Games as athletes from all over Wisconsin compete in various sports such as basketball, hockey, badminton, speed skating, Nordic skiing.  http://www.sportsinwisconsin.com/node/251
FEB 5-6  Snowflake Ski Jump Tournament – WESTBY 

U.S. and international competitors from 13 countries.  The competition is a must-see as jumpers shoot down the ramp in excess of 50 mph only to launch through the air for hundreds of feet.  Ski jumping truly is the original extreme sport.  New in 2010 - Night Tournament: Fri, Feb. 5th, Opening Ceremonies 7 PM   Sat, Feb. 6th, Opening Ceremonies 12 PM Entertainment, food and tailgating on the grounds add to the day’s excitement.  http://www.snowflakeskiclub.com/ 
DRIVE THE ICE ROAD – Bayfield to LaPointe on Madeline Island

Freeze-up in Mid February? http://www.madelineisland.com/index.shtml 
FEB 13 – DRUMMOND – BARSTOOL RACES

Barstool races on skis at the annual Barstool Races & Chili Feed in Drummond, Wis., www.drummondwi.com 
MID FEB? SEE THE ICE CAVES – APOSTLE ISLANDS – 

Near Cornucopia - Meyers Beach Access

They frequently develop Mid-Feb to March depending on snow & weather
Phone: 715-779-3398 extension #3  http://www.nps.gov/apis/planyourvisit/upload/Seacaves.pdf 
FEB 20th - MADLINE ISLAND – ICE GOLF!  – Drive the Ice Highway

$5 for 9 Holes “LaPointe Links”

Play the shoreline course at the Ferry Dock with frozen boats to mark your way-

Tennis Balls supplied – Fees benefit the Fire Dept -

No lost balls in water…It’s all frozen!  http://www.madelineisland.com/index.shtml 
FEB 20 – BOOK ACROSS THE BAY – ASHLAND TO WASHBURN

Book Across the Bay –  10k Cross country ski race is held at 6pm on Saturday February 20th with an Expo starting at 12noon on Saturday.   Ski or snowshoe from Ashland to Washburn on the frozen Chequamegon Bay at night on a course that is lighted  by over 1000 luminaries.  Fireworks will light the mid-point trek.  Big party afterwards on the Washburn side at West End Park   http:www.batb.org
FEB 27 PERKINSTOWN  OUTHOUSE RACES - Medford

Yes, you read correctly.  The "Race of Thrones," as it is affectionately called, consists of teams of four “pushers” and one “squatter.”  The fastest time “on the pot” around the snowy track wins.  At the end, awards are given to the “hardest pushers” and to the “prettiest potty.”  In 2009 the “Prettiest Potty” went to Team Helicrapper. www.cwrclub.com 
MID FEB? SEE THE ICE CAVES – APOSTLE ISLANDS – 

Near Cornucopia - Meyers Beach Access

They frequently develop Mid-Feb to March depending on snow & weather
Phone: 715-779-3398 extension #3   http://www.nps.gov/apis/planyourvisit/upload/Seacaves.pdf 
MARCH 6-7  WOLLERSHEIM WINERY OPEN HOUSE – Prairie du Sac

Open to the public. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Annual Open House offers grapevine pruning, cooking with wine demonstrations, and winemaking explanations scheduled each day. Visits through the winery’s modern fermentation facilities and historic underground aging cellars take place throughout the day, plus bottling line demonstrations and interactive displays are available for families to enjoy along a self-guided tour
MARCH 12-14 WORLD ICE FISHING TOURNAMENT  RHINELANDER

World Ice Fishing Championship comes to Rhinelander, Wis., on March 12-14, 2010.  This well established and highly competitive international sporting event features teams from 10-15 different countries, including Estonia, Finland and Norway.  The two-day event (on Boom Lake) is not for the faint of heart or for those easily distracted.  Power augers or electronics of any kind are not allowed.  The fishers must rely on intuition, research, stamina and experience to find the best catch.     www.explorerhinelander.com/icefishing.html 
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