DECEMBER 2010 to JANUARY 1 2011
by Gary Knowles ©   UPDATED 12-2-10
Gary Knowles is Travel Editor of (Dane County) LIFESTYLES Magazine, consultant to travel businesses,

and author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours

Remember: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com or www.WisTravel.com 
WINTER SNOW CONDITIONS: With 125 snow condition reporters in all 72 counties of the state, this is the most comprehensive and timely report out there. Reporters from chambers of commerce, visitor bureaus, tourism organizations, snowmobile clubs and state parks and forests update their area’s status “virtually live” as conditions change or at a minimum of once a week on Wednesdays. Subscribe at TravelWisconsin.com for  e-mailed Thursday updates. 
DECEMBER

THROUGH JANUARY 23





WAUSAU
I Want Candy: The Sweet Stuff in American Art 

Fifty works from 40 contemporary artists exploring our nation's love affair with sweets. Woodson Art Museum, 700 N 12th St. For more information call (715) 845-7010.
TO FEBRUARY






MADISON

Bodies – The Exhibition 

The Exhibition is an up-close look at the incredible complexity of the human body. Whole human body specimens are dissected and preserved in vivid athletic poses, allowing the visitor to relate to everyday activities. Hilldale Shopping Center, 702 N. Midvale Blvd., Madison - $14/ age 4-12, $18 Senior, $22 Adult – group rates: 1-800-840-1157 or www.ticketsforgroups.com or www.bodiesmadison.com  or 1-866-312-3931
TO DECEMBER 5





GREEN BAY

The Polar Express Christmas Tale 

The classic Christmas tale comes alive in a dramatic reading and train ride. Gather the entire family together and enjoy this perfect beginning to the holiday season. Be sure to have your Christmas wish list ready as the Polar Express is headed to Santa's headquarters at the North Pole. Make your reservations early as this event has sold our four years running. Tickets available in late July 2010. National Railroad Museum 2285 S. Broadway. For more information call (920) 437-7623.
TO DEC 5  







MADISON

Andy Warhol Photographic Studies
Andy Warhol was a relentless photographer who produced tens of thousands of photographs, many never made public. In 2007, the Chazen Art Center was one of 183 college and university art museums to receive a selection of these Polaroids and prints from The Andy Warhol Foundation.

Free Admission - (608) 263-2246    www.chazen.wisc.edu
DEC 3 THROUGH DECEMBER 31



MADISON

The Holiday Tree Display
Typically a forty-foot Wisconsin-grown Balsam Fir, the Capitol Holiday Tree is decorated with approximately 700 feet of gold garland, 2400 multicolored lights and 1400 handmade ornaments donated by Wisconsin citizens. www.Wisconsin.gov Dec 3 Tree lighting 11:45am. Weekdays 8am-6pm; Weekends & Holidays 8am-4pm.  608-266-0382
DECEMBER
3,4,5,8,9,11,12,13,16,18,19,21  
BAYFIELD

Wassail Dinners at Rittenhouse Inn
Wassail Dinner Concerts are festive evenings of great food and holiday music performed by the Rittenhouse Chamber singers. This unique event celebrates its 33rd anniversary in 2010. Wassail Season begins in November and runs until Christmas. Luncheon and Dinner Concerts are open to the public by reservation. www.rittenhouseinn.com/home.htm  800-779-2129

DECEMBER 3 - 4 




MINERAL POINT

A Christmas Carol  and Shopping and Dinner? 

The actor Coleman brings his acclaimed one-man interpretation of Charles Dickens’ Classic

to the Mineral Point Opera House, playing all 26 characters. Come Saturday for Candlelight Shopping and Gallery Night. The play travels to San Francisco Dec. 10 & 11, 2010. Show at 8:00PM

Mineral Point Opera House, 139 High Street, Mineral Point - $15 advance or $20 day of show.  Special dinner at Café Four with show $35.00  More Information: http://www.alleystage.com  or 1-800-838-3006
DECEMBER 3-5





RIPON

Dickens of a Christmas
Victorian Ripon dressed for the holidays: "Living Window" displays in Historic Downtown Ripon (Fri night only), carolers, Historical Society Open House, holiday tour of homes, Breakfast with Santa, Dickens of a Quilt Show, Enchanted Forest, and holiday musical entertainment. www.ripon-wi.com
DECEMBER 3-5 






CEDARBURG
Christmas In The Country
Held in the Cedarcreek Winery in the historic 1856 Woolen Mill Settlement building. A nationally recognized folk and fine art show that features original works by 70 of the finest artists and craftsmen from around the country. Fri 10AM - 9PM, Sat 10AM - 5PM, Sun 11AM - 4PM. Admission charged. N70W6340 Bridge Road. For more information call (414) 352-5655.
DECEMBER 3-5






STOUGHTON

Victorian Holiday Weekend
The weekend spectacle features music, a tree lighting ceremony, visits with Santa, arts, crafts and bake sales, as well as caroling, period-appropriate costumes, and carriage rides. Admission free. Downtown. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 5:00PM. For more information call (608) 873-7912.
DECEMBER 3-12




ELKHART LAKE

Old World Christmas Market
 Annual holiday event featuring international and regional artisans displaying specialty products and delicious European delicacies - all within a grand heated tent adorned in twinkling lights and fragrant evergreens. Admission charged. 101 Osthoff Avenue. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 5:00PM. For more information call (920) 876-5845.
DECEMBER 3-30




PORTAGE
2010 Local Artist's Show
Local artists of south central Wisconsin. Exhibit begins December 3 with an opening reception at 4PM. and continues through December 30th. Contact the Portage Center for the Arts, 301 E. Cook Street, Portage, WI 53901   Gallery hours: Wed-Fri 1-6PM, Sat 10-3PM. Portage Center for the Arts 301 E. Cook Street, P. For more information call (608) 742-5655.
DECEMBER 4-5, 11-12



MUCKWANAGO

East Troy Electric Railroad Christmas Express
The ride is a 10-mile round trip, in heated trolleys departing from and returning to The Elegant Farmer Depot only. Enjoy story reading, special guests are expected. PH: 262-642-3263
DECEMBER 4-5





GREENBUSH

A Yankee Christmas at Wade House
Experience the beauty and simplicity of the mid-19th-century celebration of Christmas by the earliest settlers of Greenbush. Yankee traditions of the season, hands-on activities for young and old, period games, colorful stories, and holiday-festooned, horse-drawn wagon rides will forge memorable experiences. www.WadeHouse.org  PH: 866-944-7483  10AM-4PM

DECEMBER  4-5





NORSKEDALEN

Norskedalen Old-Fashioned Christmas
Take a holiday hiatus at our old fashioned Christmas celebration complete with horse-drawn wagon rides, seasonal foods, entertainment, demonstrations and more! 3 mi north on Cty Road PI. For more information call (608) 452-3424.
DECEMBER 4-31





MADISON

Olbrich Gardens Flower and Model Train Show
Twinkling lights, festive poinsettias, tiny landscapes, and large-scale model trains.  Olbrich's horticulture staff will showcase miniature landscapes among hundreds of colorful poinsettias. Members of the Wisconsin Garden Railway Society come from all over the state to show off their large-scale model trains.  Olbrich Garden’s – 3330Atwood Ave., Madison    $3.00 adults and $2 for those 2-12. Under age 2 are free. (608) 246-4550    www.olbrich.org 
DECEMBER  5




SHOREWOOD

31st Annual Shorewood Arts & Crafts Fair
Featuring work by 80+ juried artists from the Midwest: fine crafts for the home, wearables, jewelry and one-of-a-kinds! Silent auction and raffle baskets too. Admission charged. Shorewood High School, 1701 E. Capitol Drive. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (414) 963-6920.

DECEMBER 5






MADISON

Capitol Holiday Pagent
Annual Holiday Pageant in the Capitol Rotunda. Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Madison West. Two identical performances.  4:15 PM and 5:15 PM  State Capitol Building

DECEMBER 5





GREEN BAY

The Polar Express Christmas Tale 

The classic Christmas tale comes alive in a dramatic reading and train ride. Gather the entire family together and enjoy this perfect beginning to the holiday season. Be sure to have your Christmas wish list ready as the Polar Express is headed to Santa's headquarters at the North Pole. Make your reservations early as this event has sold our four years running. Tickets available in late July 2010. National Railroad Museum 2285 S. Broadway. For more information call (920) 437-7623.
DECEMBER 5-11




APPLETON
Charitable Gift Giving Week. 

Purchases this week will benefit Harbor House, Center for Grieving Children, Community Clothes Closet, Fox Valley Sibling Support Network and other local non-profit organizations. Join the artists in helping those who are in need this holiday season and throughout the year. The Mill Boutique, 425 W. Water Street. For more information call (920) 734-6871.
DECEMBER 8,9,11,14,15,16 &18


MADISON

Governor’s Executive Residence Holiday Tours
Don’t miss your final chance to pay a visit to the Gov.Doyle  Executive Residence festively decorated for the holidays! Groups of 20 or more are required to make a reservation. Please call 608-246-5501 or email vicki.heymann@wi.gov.   Noon to 2:00 PM each day -  99 Cambridge Rd., Madison (Maple Bluff)  Free - Visitors are invited to bring a new or nearly new children’s book to donate to First Lady Jessica Doyle’s children’s reading program.  (608) 246-5501  http://jessicadoyle.wi.gov/category.asp?linkcatid=890&linkid=440&locid=71
DECEMBER 9



WISCONSIN DELLS

Dells Holiday Train for Hunger
The majestic holiday train of the Canadian Pacific Railway will make be making its fifth stop in Wisconsin Dells to raise food, money, and awareness for our local community food pantry. The train will arrive at approximately 2:45PM. Festivities begin at 2PM and will feature a live performance from Melanie Doane, with select performances by Kelly Prescott. Other activities will include Santa, more live music and raffle. Food and beverages will be available. Dells/Delton Food Pantry at (608) 254-8353. Amtrak Station, 100 LaCrosse Street, Intersection of Superior and La Crosse Streets.
DEC 9-12



EAU CLAIRE

Plaid Tidings – Christmas Concert at The Oxford
With a little help from their friends Rosemary Clooney and Perry Como, the boys from Forever Plaid are back to present the holiday special they never had the chance to give. The show features holiday classics and the Plaids' signature mix of 50s do-wop harmonies. Thur-Sat 7:30pm, Sun 1:30pm.  www.ecct.org  715.839.8877
DECEMBER 10-11 & 18




JANESVILLE

Victorian Holiday House Spectacular
Tour this historic home filled with 25 Christmas trees, a Christmas village display, 5 doll houses, a North Pole display complete with Santa's workshop, a mini RCHS shelter, and many more decorations! Admission is free with a donation to the Rock County Humane Society. Either a cash or physical donation is welcome. See our wish list at www.rockcountyhumanesociety.com/wish_list  608-752-5622  ADDRESS: 103 N Chatham St

DECEMBER 10-11




BARABOO
The Very Merry Holiday Fair
 Artisans, Authors and Purveyors of Good Things to Eat. A new idea for Holiday shopping in one historic hall. Art/Craft/Books/Food all made by artisans in the fair. Free on Saturday. One of many events in Baraboo this weekend. 323 Water Street, Baraboo Arts Building. For more information call (608) 356-9048.
DECEMBER 11





LA FARGE

Family Snow Shoe Hike
 Attend a nature adventure that will be slow paced and will include lots of outdoor discoveries. Kid and adult sized snowshoes will be available for use. Please call for fee info. Registration deadline: November 27. Kickapoo Valley Reserve. Event starts at 1:00PM and ends at 4:00PM. Information  (608) 625-2960.
DECEMBER 11





BAYFIELD

Santa & Mrs. Claus Arrive By Ferry – from LaPointe
Santa and Mrs. Claus will arrive in Bayfield on the Madeline Island Ferry. Upon arrival, kids can meet Santa, have a picture taken in the Lakeside Pavilion, receive a 'goody bag' from Mrs. Claus and lunch compliments of the Bayfield Chamber and Visitor Bureau.  www.Bayfield.org   800-447-4094
DECEMBER 11





MILWAUKEE

Weihnachtsmarkt Craft Bazaar
Enjoy a German Christmas Market filled with crafters, bake sale, raffle, and Lady Bug Cafe. Have your picture taken with an Austrian St. Nikolaus, buy German books and school wear. Admission free. 3778 N. 82nd Street. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 3:00PM. Information (414) 393-5600.
DECEMBER 12





KENOSHA
Mrs.Lincoln’s Tea
Jessica Michna presents a first-person presentation as Mrs. Lincoln and talks about her years in the White House. An afternoon tea follows, complete with tea, finger sandwiches and sweets. Mrs. Lincoln also welcomes Mrs. Louis P. "Cordelia" Harvey, portrayed by Mary Kababik, to tea. Mrs. Harvey was First Lady of Wisconsin at the beginning of the war and worked with the Western Sanitation Commission to bring a touch of home to the wounded warriors and lobbied President Lincoln to establish hospitals in the North to care for the injured. There is a charge; advance registration is required. 1:30-3:30PM  www.TheCivilWarMuseum.org 262-653-4141
DECEMBER 17





OSHKOSH

EAA Wright Brothers Banquet
 Celebrate the 107th anniversary of the Wright Brothers' first powered flight at Kitty Hawk. Hear keynote speaker, Joseph Kittinger Jr., recall what it was like to parachute from a record 102,800 ft. above earth back in 1960, landing in New Mexico. Kittinger set records by climbing to 102,800 ft., approaching the speed of sound with a top speed of 614 mph on his freefall that lasted 4 1/2 minutes before opening his parachute at 18,000 ft. Call for reservation info. Reception: 6PM. Dinner: 7PM. 3000 Poberezny Road. For more information call (920) 426-4800.
DECEMBER 18





HUBERTUS

Holiday Cookie House Fundraiser Event
Take a break from the Holiday rush and enjoy a fun, relaxing day at Camp Minikani decorating cookies and gingerbread houses with your family. We supply all the decorating materials and freshly baked cookies. Reservations are recommended. $20 Gingerbread House, $15 Cookie Tree, $6 for dozen cookies, Lunch available for purchase. All proceeds benefit the Strong Kids Campaign, supporting our promise to let every child experience the life-changing power of camp. 875 Amy Belle Road. Event starts at 9:30AM and ends at 2:30PM. For more information call (262) 251-9080.
DECEMBER 18





 STOUGHTON

The Riders in the Sky- 
“Christmas the Cowboy Way” Concert
“America’s Favorite Cowboys” present their Grammy-winning Western harmonies tailored for Christmas. The quartet's been reviving classic cowboy songs for three decades, thrilling audiences with good humor and great music. The “Riders” have appeared on Grand Ol' Opry, National Public Radio and  XM Satellite Radio.  Giddy-up Rudolph!  -  7:30 PM   The Stoughton Opera House, 381 E. Main St., Stoughton    $35.00 (608) 877-4400    www.stoughtonoperahouse.com
DECEMBER 19


CEDARBURG
The Nylon’s Holiday Concert
The Nylons return to sing holiday and familiar favorites at the Cedarburg Cultural Center. The Nylons are known for their vibrant live shows featuring smooth arrangements, tight choreography and fabulous showmanship. Tickets: $35.  www.cedarburgculturalcenter.org  262-375-3676
DECEMBER 28



MANITOWISH WATERS

Dog Sled Express
Meet the fun-loving dogs of Two Moons Kennel. Learn about the dog sledding and test out the experience for yourself! Perfect for families of all ages. Registration limited to 10 people to guarantee a hands-on experience. Pre-registration required. $15/Discovery Center member; $18/non-member. www.discoverycenter.net   877-543-2085
DECEMBER 31





BURLINGTON

The Liars Club –Championship Lie 2010
Burlington Liars Club World renowned club chooses the Championship Lie for 2010. Watch the media for winning announcement. To submit your tall tale, send $1.00 with your entry to Burlington Liars Club, P O Box 156, Burlington, WI 53105. www.burlingtonchamber.org  262-763-6044
DECEMBER 31  






WASHBURN

Big Top Chautauqua’s Orchestra  Rings in the New Year
Ring in the New Year with the Blue Canvas Orchestra! Party hats, costumes, and a really fantastic celebration have become the trademark of StageNorth New Year's Eve bashes. Come for the BCO and stay to welcome 2011. For tickets: STAGENORTH 123 W Omaha St Washburn, WI 54891
Phone: 715-373-1194
DECEMBER 31






LACROSSE

Skyrockers’ Fireworks Display
Midnight fireworks on Grandad Bluff light up the Mississippi Valley. Folks watch from the bluff, downtown, while ice fishing on the river, cross-country skiing or sledding. Early show for kids at 6pm. www.Skyrockers.com 608-782-2366
DECEMBER 31






HAYWARD

New Years Eve Celebration - LCO CASINO
Live music, drawings, free hors d' oeuvres, free champagne at midnight. Tickets on sale in Casino gift shop.www.lcocasino.com  800-LCO-CASH 

DECEMBER 31 






WOODRUFF

New Years Eve Fireworks
Get the whole family bundled up and join us in downtown Woodruff for the New Year's Eve Fireworks! A spectacular show over the beautiful white snow that everyone will love to see! www.minocqua.org 800-446-6784

DECEMBER 31





EGG HARBOR

Candlelight Horseback Ride
Ride through the woods lit by candlelight. After the ride, enjoy a cup of hot cider or wine by the fireplace. Call for conditions and reservations.



DECEMBER 31





PRAIRIE DU CHIEN

The Lowering of the Carp
A unique countdown to the New Year. Festivities begin at 9pm. Bonfire, music, food, and the special "Lowering of the Carp" countdown at 11:59pm. www.prairieduchien.org  608-326-8602
DECEMBER 31





PLYMOUTH

The New Year’s Eve Big Cheese Drop
New Year's Eve party! The highlight of the evening will be the "cheese drop", taking place in the parking lot of the Plymouth Family Restaurant (right next door to the Arts Center). The "Big Cheese" will drop exactly at midnight! The public is invited to watch - admission to the Cheese Drop is free, and complimentary refreshments will be served. www.PlymouthArts.org  920-892-8409
DECEMBER 31







MADISON 
US Bank Eve
U.S. Bank Eve is Madison's time-honored community celebration of the New Year. A family-oriented, alcohol-free event filled with fun activities for all ages. Rick Wilcox's Magic Show at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at Monona Terrace. View wonders of the night sky on the Olin Terrace through telescopes operated by UW Space Place volunteers.  Held around Madison at: U.S. Bank Plaza, Monona Terrace, Olbrich Gardens, Madison Children's Museum, Keva Sports Center, the Prairie Athletic Club and Sun Prairie Ice Rink. Starting at 10:05, best viewing from Monona Terrace Bike path.  www.usbankeve.com/madison  608-877-7517
DECEMBER 31






GREEN BAY
US Bank Eve 
U.S. Bank Eve is Green Bay's time–honored community celebration of the New Year. It's a family–oriented, alcohol–free event with fun-filled activities for the entire family. Don't miss out! Capture the spirit of the season on December 31, 2010. Ring in 2011 with your family, friends... and U.S. Bank!
http://usbankeve.com/cgi_w/cfm/about/community_relations/greenbay.cfm  920-405-5013
2011JANUARY
JANUARY
1/1/11
Phillips, Jacksonport,Sheboygan,
Polar Bear Swim and Dip
A Wisconsin winter tradition continues; various communities around the state. Check with local sources for times and registration

JANUARY
1/1/11




PASADENA,CA
*The 97th ROSEBOWL!!*
3:30PM Wisconsin Championship Football Time   ESPN TV Coverage
http://www.tournamentofroses.com/rosebowlgame/

Tentative – not confirmed yet on 12-3-10. To be determined by final BCS rankings Dec. 5th – Watch for sports reports to confirm where and who the UW Badger Football BIG TEN CHAMPIONS Team will play. 


WINTER SNOW CONDITIONS: With 125 snow condition reporters in all 72 counties of the state, this is the most comprehensive and timely report out there. Reporters from chambers of commerce, visitor bureaus, tourism organizations, snowmobile clubs and state parks and forests update their area’s status “virtually live” as conditions change or at a minimum of once a week on Wednesdays. Subscribe at TravelWisconsin.com for  e-mailed Thursday updates. 

FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: (updated 8-25-10)
WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com/maps_guides.aspx

Wisconsin 2010 “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 

Wisconsin 2010 Winter Events Guide 
OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)

Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com
Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC

Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 
Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619
Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934
Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158
West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
