A Wisconsin Event Sampler

A smorgasbord of events with a bit of flavor from all over Wisconsin!
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Gary Knowles is a freelance travel writer who writes the “Gary’s Getaways” feature for the Journal & Topics Newspapers in Northern Illinois, is a consultant to travel businesses, and is the author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours.
BEFORE YOU GO: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com or www.WisTravel.com
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July 1-3 & 5-10







MILWAUKEE

Summerfest 

Summerfest, The World’s Largest Music Festival, is Milwaukee’s cornerstone summer

celebration, hosting an average of 900,000 patrons annually on the beautiful shore of Lake

Michigan at Henry Maier Festival Park. For 11 days each year, Summerfest attracts the music

industry’s hottest stars, emerging talent and local favorites to its 11 permanent stage areas,

including the 23,000 capacity Marcus Amphitheater, which hosts big name talent each night of

Summerfest. Summerfest is also home to nearly 50 diverse food and beverage vendors,

offering a variety of local and ethnic fare, as well as four unique marketplaces and interactive

exhibits for the whole family. New to the line-up this year is the Summerfest Rock ‘n Sole Half

Marathon and 10K over the city’s iconic Hoan Bridge. Scheduled for the last day of the festival,

the run will take place July 10 and could draw as many as 10,000 participants.

414-273-2680; http://www.summerfest.com

July 1-3








MADISON

National Women's Music Festival 

This four-day musical and cultural festival, now in its 36th year, incorporates all facets of

women’s lives for a well-rounded experience. Held in the Marriott Madison West, activities range

from workshops, concerts, comedy shows, newly release films, a live auction, writers series and

more. 317-713-1144; www.wiaonline.org

JULY 2 









MADISON  
Rhythm & Booms
Warner Park – as big and boomy as they come - Rhythm & Booms is Madison, Wisconsin's premier Independence Day Celebration and fireworks display. As the "largest fireworks display in the Midwest", it easily surpasses other fireworks events in Chicago, Minneapolis and Milwaukee because of the length of the show (approximately 35 minutes), the number of shells fired (15,000) during the show, and the size of its annual budget. It is the largest single-day event in Wisconsin. http://www.rhythmandbooms.com/index.php 

JULY 2-3








EAGLE RIVER

Watermelon Days Craft & Gift Fest 

9:30AM - 4:30PM. Admission free. A good 4th of July buying festival in Northern Wisconsin's resort area. Continuous family entertainment. Free watermelon slices all three days. Food with picnic table seating. Fairgrounds, Hwy 70 West. For more information call (715) 675-6201.
JULY 2-3








SOLON SPRINGS

Summer Days/northern Nights Fourth Of July Festival
Fishing contests, vintage car show, parade, children's games, tug of war, lawnmower races, arts and crafts, food vendors, beer garden, music and dunk tank, etc. Village of Solon Springs. For more information call (715) 378-4429.
JULY 4 








MADELINE ISLAND 
Independence Day Celebration
LaPointe – Take a 25 Minute ferry ride from Bayfield --This historic Lake Superior island community has earned a national reputation for it’s high-spirited, patriotic, eclectic and creative celebration of Independence Day. Listed with the “best in the United States” in 2010 by Fox News, it made the “Road Trips for Families” list for 2011. Don’t miss the 8:45AM ferry out of Bayfield to see the 10:30AM parade! Stick around for live music and patriotic speeches at the Madeline Island Historic Museum (50% admission today!) and a town picnic. The evening ends triumphantly with fireworks overhead in the harbor at dusk. www.MadelineIsland.com 1-888-475-3386

JULY 4 – 







MINERAL POINT 
175th Anniversary of Wisconsin Territory – Mineral Point, WI  Where Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, North And South Dakota began! July 4, 2011    Mineral Point, Wisconsin, thinks it’s time for a family reunion, of sorts. They’re inviting everyone in Iowa, Minnesota, North and South Dakota – and of course, Wisconsin to “come home to the territorial capital” for a territorial party. Mineral Point was born with a lead and zinc boom in the 1800s and is known today as a cultural center with artists, galleries, restaurants, bed and breakfast inns and shops. On July 4, 2011 they celebrate the 175th Anniversary of the inauguration of Henry Dodge, the first governor of the huge “Wisconsin Territory.” Festivities include a Saturday Farm Market, band concerts, original play (“Voodoo Today- Here Now 5”),  community picnic , 2 and 5 mile runs, a big parade and fireworks.  www.MineralPoint.com 1-608-987-3201

July 6-10








OSHKOSH

Waupaca Boatride Volleyball Tournament and Camps 

The Waupaca Boatride Tournament will feature volleyball camps for the first time this year, run

by two-time Olympic gold medalist Misty Mae Treanor. Held July 6-7, the camps will be open to

junior level players. The volleyball tournament will run July 8-10 with Misty Mae attending the

tournament on Friday. Players from across the country, and even the world, come to compete in

this tournament with entertainment and camping.

920-843-2622; www.waupacaboatride.com

July 7- 9 








SPOONER

Heart of the North Rodeo 

Fifteen-thousand spectators are expected to enjoy the excitement of professional rodeo

performances, which feature saddle and bareback bronco riding, tie-down roping, steer

wrestling, bull riding and barrel racing. Live music follows evening performances. The

weekend’s events also include a parade, barbecue and cowboy church service. Tickets are

available online or by calling the ticket office. 1-800-367-3306; www.spoonerrodeo.com

July 7-10 








IOLA

Iola Old Car Show and Swap Meet 

More than 2,500 of the finest vehicles ever built will be on display for classic car lovers. This

year’s theme is “Delightful Dodges and De Sotos,” which is the first time for both makes to be

featured. The term “Delightful” comes from the 1950s De Soto advertising that stated, “It’s

Delight, It’s Delovely, It’s De Soto.” Come see for yourself.715-445-4000; www.iolaoldcarshow.com

July 7-10







RHINELANDER

Hodag Country Music Festival 

Twenty-five thousand country music fans flock to this four-day festival for nonstop entertainment

from noon to midnight each day. Past performers have included Reba McIntyre, Garth Brooks

and Alabama. This year’s exceptional lineup includes performances by Uncle Kracker and Kellie

Pickler, to name just a few. 1-800-762-3803, 715-369-1300; http://www.hodag.com

July 7-10 








BELOIT

25th Annual Beloit Riverfest 

Riverfest celebrates its 25th anniversary with many new things in store for this year’s festival.

With many genres of music including rock, metal, country, reggaeton, R&B, jazz, blues, gospel

and more on three stages, it’s a weekend of non-stop entertainment. There will also be a

carnival for kids. 608-302-5256; http://www.beloitriverfest.com

JULY 8-9







GREEN BAY 

Big Rigs on the Fox
 Semi Truck free event. Truck Parade, truck rodeo, truck pull, Judging Competition, exhibitors, crafters, Health Fair, 1.5 mile Walk/Run. Leicht Memorial Park, 128 Dousman Street. For more information call 920 435-1882.
July 8-10 








ELKHORN

EcoFair360 

Now for the second year, EcoFair360, a production of the Eco-Vision Sustainable Learning

Center in Delavan, will feature more than 200 exhibitor booths and 75 presentations on

renewable energy, energy efficiency, green building and sustainable living. This year will also

feature a Kids Zone with science demonstrations, a magician, and plenty of hands on activities .

262-248-0970; http://ecofair360.com

July 9 








MADISON

Midwest Standup Paddle Festival
PaddleBoard Specialists of Madison is sponsoring the first Midwest Standup Paddle Festival at the Maple Bluff Beach, 401 Lakewood Blvd., on Saturday, July 9, 2011. The days’ events begin at 8:30am with lessons, clinics, demos and races suitable for all ability levels from beginners to advanced paddlers scheduled throughout the day. Advance registration is recommended. Standup Paddleboarding—which involves the paddler standing on a large surfboard with a long paddle--is an ancient Hawaiian sport that’s gained worldwide popularity in recent years. Over a dozen leaders in the industry—including Starboard, Surftech, Hobie, Tahoe SUP, Bark, Amundson, Naish, NSP, Bic, Werner, Quickblade & Kialoa--will be supplying test gear, lessons and advice with net proceeds benefiting the American Family Children’s Hospital. Capping off the event will be a picnic dinner followed at dusk by the outdoor showing of the 2010 film “Destination 3º (Degrees)” which chronicles the adventures of two women as they crossed all nine of Hawaii’s open-ocean channels by standup paddleboard. http://www.paddleboardspecialists.com/Midwest-SUP-Festival/productinfo/PBSSUPF/  PH: 877-473-1199

JULY 9-10








GREEN BAY 

World War II Reeanctment & U.S.O. Swing Dance
 Step back in time at the National Railroad Museum's fourth annual World War II Reenactment. Visitors will have the opportunity to explore WWII history through battles, encampments, lectures and other engaging events throughout the weekend. A special U.S.O. style swing dance will cap the evening of Saturday, July 9, 2011 from 7:00PM-11:00PM. Inside the Lenfestey Center on Museum grounds. National Railroad Museum 2285 S. Broadway. For more information call (920) 437-7623.
July 9 -10








MADISON

Art Fair on the Square 

With more than 450 artists from across the United States, Art Fair on the Square is one of the

largest and most popular juried art fairs in the Midwest. Visitors can browse among the

sculptures, paintings, photographs, prints, jewelry and other creative works for sale. The fair,

outdoor dining, live music, dancing and other entertainment, occupies eight blocks around the

Wisconsin State Capitol building. 608-257-0158; http://www.mmoca.org

July 9 -10








MUSCODA

46th Annual Wisconsin River Canoe and Kayak Race
 Saturday events: Canoe/Kayak orienteering and Solo Canoe/Kayak Saturday Night Special. Sunday's events will once again include the traditional 21, 15, and 8 mile races from Spring Green, Lone Rock, and Gotham all with a Muscoda finish line. This race is also known as the Big Five Challenge in which MN, WI, IA, IL, and MI compete for a traveling trophy. Victora Riverside Park. For more information call (608) 234-0625.
July 9-17








RACINE

Salmon-A-Rama 

This contest, managed by Salmon Unlimited Wisconsin, attracts thousands of anglers from 25

states to the world’s largest and longest freshwater fishing event in the hopes of hooking a big

one, and the $10,000 grand prize.

262-634-1931; www.salmon-a-rama.com

July 9 –Sept 5







KENOSHA

Bristol Renaissance Faire 

A magical 16th century village is re-created to celebrate the food, games and crafts of

Elizabethan England. Hundreds of costumed performers offer continuous entertainment on 16

open-air stages and in the village streets. Highlights include a joust on horseback, Queen

Elizabeth I and her glittering court, Robin Hood, a festive kids’ kingdom and craft

demonstrations. Open Saturdays, Sundays and Labor Day.

847-395-7773; http://www.renfair.com

July 12-14








MARSHFIELD
Farm Technology Days
 The largest outdoor agriculture show in Wisconsin. Seehafer Acres. For more information call (715) 384-3454.
July 13-14








ASHLAND
Maxwell Street Days
 Wed 8AM, Thurs 9AM. Admission free. Annual event for the entire family with arts, crafts, food booths, retail store street and sidewalk sales, music, fire truck display, 4-H baby animals. Historic Main Street. For more information call (800) 284-9484.
July 14-17






EKLHART LAKE

Concours d’ Elegance & “Kohler International Challenge” at Road America
- Some of the most beautiful examples of the world’s finest and fastest automobiles will be on display in the friendly little village of Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin and at Road America July 14-17. “Kohler International Challenge” with Brian Redman brings vintage motorcars to the four mile track for racing to recall the excitement of Can-Am, Trans-Am, Formula One and other legendary auto competition. Road & Track’s Concours d’ Elegance in downtown Elkhart Lake is a one-of-a-kind spectacle held early Friday evening as vintage race cars parade from the track into downtown Elkhart Lake to vie for the coveted title “Best of Show.” Engines roar and take the corners reminiscent of open road racing through the village in 1951 and 1952. Cars are displayed on Lake Street as race fans and auto lovers get a close-up view of these rare racing machines. On Saturday night, Vintage Sports Cars gather at Siebkens Resort in Elkhart Lake. (To see a short video go to  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dd7N5r0BPx8 ).  Food, live entertainment and dancing under the stars highlight both nights. More information at PH: 800.365.7223 or  www.RoadAmerica.com. For Elkhart Lake information http://www.ElkhartLake.com or PH: 877-355-4278

July 14-17







MILWAUKEE

Bastille Days 

Bastille Days commemorates the French Revolution, which began with the storming of the

Bastille Prison on July 14, 1789. This year marks the 30th anniversary of Bastille Days in

Milwaukee, North America’s largest outdoor French-themed festival. This year will feature

Happy Hour on Friday and a children’s day on Saturday. Festival-goers can also enjoy sidewalk

shops and cafes, live music, street performers and even a 43-foot-tall Eiffel Tower. The festival

is held on land once owned by Milwaukee’s first mayor, French fur trader Solomon Juneau.

414-271-1416; www.easttown.com

July 15-17







ASHLAND

Ashland Bay Days Festival
 Fri 3PM - 10PM, Sat 9AM -11pm, Sun 9AM - 5PM. Admission free. Arts, crafts, food booths, entertainment, pie eating contest, waitress/waiter relay, Strong Man Contest, Sprint Triathlon, 3-on-3 basketball tournament, cardboard boat races, Battle of the Bands, and childrens' activities. Bay View Park, East on Hwy 2, Across from Pamida. For more information call (800) 284-9484.
July 15-17








BLUE RIVER

BBC 31st Annual Motorcycle Rally & Show
 British Biker Cooperative 31th Annual Motorcycle Rally and Show at Eagle Cave Natural Campground. We will be featuring the Cafe' Racer. The event offers a weekend of activities including the infamous Road Kill Cafe, group rides and bike games, a Motorcycle Show, live music, comfortable shaded camping with dedicated quiet areas, and refreshments. 16320 Cavern Lane. For more information call (262) 514-2073.
July 15-17








EDGERTON

Arts in the Park, 36th Annual Arts & Craft Fair
 9AM - 4PM. Admission free. Annual art fair in beautiful Central Park. Pie social, food available, face painting, plenty of parking and more. Three-day festival throughout the city. Central Park. Call (608) 868-3691.
JULY 15-17








HAYWARD

Honor the Earth Pow Wow
 Ojibwa tradition and celebration are the centerpieces of the homecoming. Music, dancing, food and more. LCO school grounds. For more information call (715) 634-1442
JULY 15-17








SUPERIOR

Cowboy Fast Draw Wisconsin State Championship
 Shooters compete, dressed in late 1800s style, use .45 caliber guns, wax bullets to be the "Fastest Gun". Head of the Lakes Fairgrounds, 4600 Tower Ave. For more information call (715) 399-0660.
July 16 






PORT WASHINGTON

Port Washington Fish Day 

Port Washington’s lakefront is the site of this family-oriented event billed as “The World’s

Largest One-Day Outdoor Fish Fry.” The day includes a parade, live entertainment on five

stages, affordable family entertainment, a kid zone, arts and crafts, a classic car show, fireworks

and of course lots of fish.

1-800-719-4881; www.portfishday.com

July 16-17 







SHEBOYGAN

Midsummer Festival of the Arts 

Join us for the John Michael Kohler Arts Center's Midsummer Festival of the Arts. The festival

supports artists by nurturing the connection between artists and the public. Long known for its

quality as well as its caring, effective staff and volunteers, the festival attracts audiences from all

over Wisconsin and northern Illinois, with total attendance of approximately 20,000.

More than 135 artists from California to New York exhibit one-of-a-kind and limited-edition works

of art on the tree-lined grounds of the John Michael Kohler Arts Center. 920-458-6144; www.jmkac.org

JULY 16-17







MT.HOREB

40th Annual Art Fair
 Sat 9AM - 5PM, Sun 10AM - 4PM. Admission free. Annual art & fine craft fair on Mount Horeb's historic main street, our "Trollway!" Experience Norwegian culture, friendly atmosphere, food, silent art auction, music and downtown amenities. Also, presented by Sons of Norway, a Kaffe Stue (Norwegian lunch). Main Street, Downtown. For more information call 1-88TROLLWAY.
JULY 17







NEENAH

 Bergstrom-Mahler Museum Arts Festival
 10AM - 4PM. Admission free. This 37th Bergstrom-Mahler Museum Arts Festival hosts fine artists in a beautifully wooded lakeside park with music, food and family activities. A beloved annual event strongly supported by Fox Cities communities. Riverside Park (Across from the Museum).  (920) 751-4658
July 21-23 








EAU CLAIRE

Country Jam USA Festival 

Located on the banks of the Chippewa River, this three-day music festival attracts more than

120,000 country music fans and features over 14 of Nashville's hottest stars. This year’s line-up

includes Blake Shelton, Easton Corbin, Martina McBride, Zac Brown Band and more.

Camping is available on site. General admission, reserved and VIP seating is available daily or

for the weekend. 1-800-7800-JAM; www.countryjam.com

July 21-24 







MILWAUKEE

Festa Italiana 

One of the largest Italian-American festivals in the country, Festa Italiana brings in over 100,000

people annually for a combination of music, authentic food and entertainment. Held along the

shores of Lake Michigan, this fest offers music by Sicilian brass bands and folk performances. A

Sunday Mass in the Marcus Amphitheater features a religious procession reminiscent of Sicily’s

past. Displays of sacred church art, vintage photos of Italian neighborhoods, and the musical

scores and song sheets from the Golden Age of Opera celebrate Italian heritage.

414-223-2808; http://www.festaitaliana.com

July 22-24







DANBURY

Great Folle Avoine Rendezvous
 Over 160 camps gather to re-enact the fur trade era at Forts Folle Avoine. Traders Row, Demonstrations, Competitions, Black Powder, Archery, Hawk and food. 8500 Cty Rd U. For more information call (715) 866-8890
JULY 23







APPLETON

Celebrating the Fox River
 Completely free one day only event - visit our River level to enjoy displays highlighting the history and future of the Fox River from Friends of the Fox, Appleton Historical Society and more! Special Feature: Tom Schultz and his Locks Paintings. Enjoy a free Appleton Trolley Ride! Live music at the Atlas Coffee Mill Cafe. Sample "Food of the Fox" from area river front restaurants like the Stone Cellar Brewery, Fratello's, Eagle Flats and more! Parking is free. Paper Discovery Center 425 W. Water Street . For more information call (920) 380-7491
JULY 23








JANESVILLE

Home Garden Tour
 Tickets can be purchased at Rotary Botanical Gardens in advance or on the day of the event. Children 12 and under are free to attend. This event gives gardening enthusiasts an opportunity to view some of Janesville's most beautiful home gardens. Seven unique and wonderful home gardens will be explored, with Rotary Botanical Gardens being final destination. Local musicians will be providing music at all the home sites both in the morning and afternoon. Rotary Botanical Gardens/1455 Palmer Drive, Janesv. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 4:00PM. For more information call (608) 752-3885
July 23 







COON VALLEY

Coon Creek Trout Festival 

Catch some fun at this free educational outdoor festival, which will take place in Coon Valley,

alongside the scenic Coon Creek. The schedule of events includes the Trout Fishing Derby, a

variety of angler educational programs, a classic car show, canoe and kayak demonstrations,

raffles and live music. http://www.cooncreektroutfest.com

JULY 24







HUBERTUS

22nd Annual Antique & Flea Market Holy Hill
 Free Admission & parking. Sponsored by St. Mary's of the Hill. Located 20 miles northeast of Milwaukee on the beautiful grounds of the Holy Hill Basilica. Vendors call for early bird discount before 6/1 Limited 250 spaces. Please join us. 1515 Carmel Road on grounds of Holy Hill. Event starts at 7:00AM and ends at 3:00PM. For more information call (262) 628-4326.
JULY 25







WEST BEND
Home Brew Contest- Benefit Washington Cnty Hist. Soc.  

Enter your special concoction into the Home Brew Contest! The winning recipe will be made by Riverside Brewery and Restaurant in West Bend and sampled at the Society's Brew-Haha: A Taste of Beer History & Fundraiser on September 17. There is an entrant fee of $20 for non-members and $10 for members. The entrance deadline is 6:30 on July 25, 2011. Participants should contact Patricia at (262) 335-4678 for requirements and registration. All proceeds benefit Washington County Historical Society, Inc. Riverside Brewery, 255 S. Main Street. For more information call (262) 335-4678
July 25-31 







OSHKOSH

EAA AirVenture 

More than 500,000 EAA members and aviation enthusiasts from more than 60 countries attend EAA AirVenture at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.  "The World's Greatest Aviation Celebration" has it all when it comes to aircraft. Warbirds. Vintage. Homebuilts. Ultralights. Some you would normally find in a hangar at your local airport, others so unique they are the only one of its kind. This year:

· A week-long celebration of the Centennial of Naval Aviation, including the largest gathering of naval aircraft of all eras
· The world’s only airworthy B-29 Superfortress “FIFI”

· REO Speedwagon, presented by Ford Motor Company, rocks Oshkosh on Monday 
· Salute to Veterans – 
· Super Saturday presented by Southwest Airlines – featuring afternoon air show, Aaron Tippin in concert, Night Air Show, and the Daher-Socata Fireworks 

· eVenture – innovation will be on display and in the air with the Electric Flight Prize Competition
· the Farmers Airship, a Zeppelin NT owned and operated by Airship Ventures – is headed to EAA AirVenture 2011 - 246 feet in length, the airship is 15 feet longer than a standard Boeing 747
http://www.airventure.org/   920-426-4800

July 28-31 






MILWAUKEE

German Fest 

“Gemütlichkeit,” loosely translated from German as good cheer and comfort, surrounds visitors

to the nation’s largest four-day German festival of its kind. Fest-goers of all nationalities

immerse themselves in German culture with tuba-playing contests, wiener dog races, authentic

German food, fireworks, and of course good German beer. This year features a battle of the

bands competition, eat-a-thon, 3-on-3 soccer tournament and home-brewed German beer

contest. 414-464-9444; www.germanfest.com

July 28-31 






WISCONSIN RAPIDS

Betty Boop Festival Wisconsin 

If you’re a Betty Boop fan, don’t miss the official Betty Boop Festival Wisconsin. The festival

honors Grim Natwick, a Wisconsin Rapids native and Betty’s original top animator at Fleischer

Studios for his lifelong achievements. The event features an expanded Grim Natwick animation

exhibit, an animated film festival, visual art gallery, an animation art collector’s show and

children’s activities such as cartooning and caricature classes, which are new this year.

715-423-1830; www.bettyboopfestivalwi.com

July 29-31 







HAYWARD 

Lumberjack World Championships® 

This international competition, now in its 52nd year, welcomes professional male and female

lumberjacks and logrollers from around the world to compete for $50,000 in prize money in

lumberjack competitions. More than 12,000 spectators over the three-day event watch as

participants compete in sawing, climbing, log rolling and chopping events.

715-634-2484; www.lumberjackworldchampionships.com

JULY 28-AUG 1





SPOONER

The Moving Wall
 The Moving Wall, a half-size replica of the Washington D.C. Vietnam Veterans' Memorial, has been traveling the country for over twenty years as a tribute to the men and women who served in the Vietnam War, and will be at the Northern Wisconsin Veterans' Memorial Cemetery (Washburn County) from 7PM July 28th until 8AM August 1st, 2011. Opening Ceremony on July 28th at 7PM with speakers, music, color guard, and more. The Closing Ceremony will be held July 31st at 7PM. Northern Wisconsin Veterans' Memorial Cemetery. For more information call (715) 766-8219
July 29-31 








KENOSHA

3rd Annual Taste of Wisconsin 

Taste of Wisconsin brings the tastes, flavors and cultures of Wisconsin together in one amazing

three-day celebration on Kenosha’s breathtaking lakeshore. Savor the flavors of 50 specialty

food and beverage vendors – restaurants, growers, producers, brewers and more – all serving

up true Wisconsin specialties to satisfy even the most discerning appetites.

Also enjoy three stages of live music, culinary demonstrations, nutrition seminars, special

exhibits and fun children’s activities. Taste of Wisconsin is produced by the Kiwanis Club of

Western Kenosha to support local charities. Free admission. 1-800-654-7309 ext. 11; www.tasteofwi.com

July 29-31








SYMCO

Symco, Union Thrasheree
 Stroll through the scenic town of Unionville where all the Stores and Shops will take you back to a time from the 1800's when horses and steam engines roamed the land. Union Thresherman Club, a non-profit club, preserves our rural farming and small town family heritage. Friday's live music will kick off the weekend. Saturday: live demonstrations of steam engines, largest collection of running Fairbanks Morris engines. Tractor pulls starts at noon. Sunday: church service in the Unionville Church and ends with the best chainsaw contest in town. Bring the kids, family, friends there are lots of things to see and do. Highway 22, 3miles north of Manawa. For more information call (920) 596-2446
July 29 -31







JANESVILLE

Southern Wisconsin AirFEST 

See the U.S. Navy F-18 Super Hornet Demo, Brazilian Air force “Smoke Squadron,” U.S. Army Black

Daggers Jump Team, U.S. Air force F-16 TAC Demo Team. At the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport between Beloit and Janesville. 608-754-5405; www.swairfest.org

July 30








WAUNAKEE

Waunafest Arts & Craft Fair
 25th Annual. 9AM - 5PM. Admission free. Food, beverage, music, family entertainment, carnival, softball tournament, tug-of-war, Sunday parade, arts and craft fair, something for everyone. Centennial Park, Holiday Drive. For more information call (608) 849-5592.
July 30-Aug 5  






MINERAL POINT

Your Stage & Screen Career Starts Here! Shake Rag Alley 

You'll work with award-winning industry pros from Hollywood & New York --  Sundance, Seinfeld, MASH, Saturday Night Live, National Lampoon, PBS, Strasberg Institute, feature films, documentaries, TV shows & commercials, Broadway hits, theater companies, and universities. Learn how to audition, stage fighting, Writing & acting comedy sketches, insider tips, set design, writing for stage & screen, video production, acting, intro to Shakespeare. This is an action-packed week of hands-on workshops with lots of one-on-one interaction & possible college credit.   http://www.shakeragalley.com/announcements/stage-and-screen 608-987-3292 
July 30-31







GREEN BAY

Laura Ingalls Wilder Days at Heritage Hill State Park
 Activities include making bullets, woodworking, stuffing mattresses, baking Jonnycakes, rug braiding, hsitoric games, as well as new hands on activities to engage young and old alike. New and repeat visitors will catch a glimpse of the pioneer life that Laura wrote about! Plus meet actors from the television series "Little House on the Prairie" and Laura Ingalls Wilder author and historian William Anderson. 2640 S. Webster Avenue. For more information call (920) 448-5150.
July 31









SHAWANO

43rd Annual Shawano Co. Art & Craft Fair
 10AM - 4PM. Admission free. 70-80 regional artists exhibit and sell a variety of original work. Booths are set up along wooded winding paths surrounding the Mielke Arts Center near Shawano Lake. Mielke Arts Center, Airport Road. For more information call (715) 745-6222.
AUGUST

August 4-7 







LA CROSSE

Great River Jazz Fest 

Jazz lovers won’t want to miss hearing some of the finest jazz in the Midwest played all

weekend near the scenic Mississippi River. Nationally known musicians perform on the stage

and in after-hours jam sessions.608-791-1190; http://www.lacrossejazz.com

August 4-14 






WEST ALLIS

Wisconsin State Fair presented by U.S. Cellular 
Last year, the Wisconsin State Fair attracted almost 900,000 visitors. Diverse entertainment, demonstrations and family programming on 30 free stages, plus national acts on the Main Stage. The fair is a Wisconsin tradition. Fairgoers can entice their taste buds with a famous cream-puff, or sample something on a stick at one of the more than 200 food concessions. The fair is also home to Wisconsin’s largest agricultural showcase. Eat,

shop and create memories to last a lifetime. 1-800-884-FAIR/3247, http://www.wistatefair.com

August 4-7 







LA CROSSE

Hamburger Fest and Balloon Rally 

Hamburger fans will want to visit Seymour, the official “Home of the Hamburger” as it pays tribute to hamburger inventor Charles Nagreen. According to local legend, Nagreen served the first burger in 1885 at the Outagamie County Fair. This year’s theme is “Hamburger Charlie Salutes Our Troops.” Witness “The World’s Largest Hamburger Parade,” a hamburger eating contest, the “Hamburger Meat” weightlifting competition, ketchup slide for kids and 11th annual Hot Air Balloon Rally with balloons ascending at 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 920-833-6688; http://homeofthehamburger.org

August 5-7 







MIDDLETON

Centurion Wisconsin 

Experience your own Tour de France for a day right here in Wisconsin. The course includes the

hills of Blue Mounds State Park and is designed to appeal to the serious, competitive rider and

also the recreational cyclist or families, with a combination of 25-, 50-, and 100-mile options.

New this year is a Friday night Time Trial, a Friday evening community bike drive, a 25-mile

Kids Ride on Saturday and a concert on Saturday afternoon. There will also be technical,

medical and race support, traffic control and food stations. This year’s event is expected to draw

2,500 cyclists. 1-877-504-9631; http://www.centurioncycling.com/wisconsin

August 6 







MIDDLETON

National Mustard Day 

Middleton’s National Mustard Museum holds the world’s largest collection of mustards (at last

count, more than 5,300 varieties) and celebrates a day in honor of this condiment.

Free hot dogs, live music, mustard games raising money for local charities, and of course a wide variety of unusual mustards, including chocolate merlot and walnut mustards. The museum is also the home to America’s mustard college, Poupon U. 1-800-438-6878; http://www.mustardmuseum.com


FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: 

WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com

Wisconsin  “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 

OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)

Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com
Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC

Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 

Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619
Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934
Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158
West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
BEFORE YOU GO: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com or www.WisTravel.com
